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Why Is It? 


One of the most intelligent lay-members of our 
Church, who has followed carefully the propaganda 
for church union and the campaign for Assembly 
affiliation with all inter-church agencies, has re- 
marked on the noticeable absence of appreciation 
of the work of our own Church and the readiness 
to praise and defend the work of others. 


Regardless of the General Assembly’s approval, 
to which high authority only they are responsible, 
one after another of the Executive Committees has 
been criticized for doing the work it has been as, 
signed to do or for not joining in the clamor for 
the things the propagandists desire. The recent 
“confidential” assault on the policies of the Execue 
tive Committee of Foreign Missions is another case 
in point. 


This agency of the Assembly that has had the 
appreciation and confidence of the Church from the 
beginning and whose missionary efforts across the 
world have been richly blessed by the Lord of the 
Harvest is asked by a self-appointed pressure group 
to join with agencies and organizations in mis- 
sionary undertakings in foreign fields whose policies 
the Executive Committee does not consider wise 
and which the General Assembly has not approved. 


Why, this discerning lavy-member asks, is there 
no commending word for those of their own house- 
hold of faith, and never an intimation of anything 
to be questioned in the ecclesiastical household of 
others? Is everything right in other churches and 
nothing right in our own? If*we do not love and 
trust those we have seen, what reason is there to 
believe that we will love and trust those who are 
strangers” 

Much is being said these days about the lack 
of unity and harmony and the presence of dissen- 
sion and rivalrv in the Church. Such things are to 
be deplored. The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
believes in unity—unity in our own Church. We 
believe that we have a real basis for unity in our 
Confessional] Standards and policies consistent with 
them. The Southern Presbyterian Church is a 
-ereedal church, and all policies of the Church 
should be in harmony with our creed. 


We believe in the Executive Committees: and. 
-~while we do not claim that they are free from im- 
perfections, it is our conviction that our Executive 


Secretaries are men of ability and earnestness and 
are entitled to our encouragement in the execution 
of their duties. 


We do not believe that any of our agencies is 
beyond the possibility of improvement. We are sure 
that our Executive Secretaries would be the first to 
admit this. Should there be any suggestions con- 
cerning the work of any Assembly Committee or 
changes of policies, or programs of service, The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal will confer with the 
agency in question before anything is published in 
its columns. This is The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal’s platform for unity and ——— 


Who Is Disregarding The 
General Assemblv? 


In The Presbyterian Outlook for May 2 there is 
a long letter supporting The Outlook’s foreign *mis- 
sion program for Japan. This letter charges oppon- 
ents of The Outlook’s program with being “‘more 


aligned with outside divisive forces than with our | 


own General Assembly.” 


Yet it is just The Outlook’s “Call to Advance in 
Foreign Missions” by supporting interdenomina- 
tional agencies in America and union universities 
and churches in the Far East that is putting itself 
and these super-denominational bodies ahove the 
express direction of our General Assembly. The 
letter which advocates this so-called advance in 
foreign missions devotes its Section 4 to an appeal! 
to our Foreign Mission Executive Committee to 
support the new forming National Council of 


_ Churches of Christ. In this appeal The Outlook let- 


ter notes that the Foreign Missions Conference of 
North America has voted not to enter the Nationa! 
Council, [The National Council is a glorified Fed- 
eral Council which is to swallow up that organiza- 
tion plus the several interdenominational home 
mission, foreign mission, stewardship, woman’s 
work, and educational. agencies.! Now The Onut- 
look’s “Call to Advance” entirely ignores the fact 
that our Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
hrought the matter of the National Council to the 
attention of the General Assembly and was in- 
structed by the General Assembly not to enter this 
National Council. Thus, it is not the Executive 
Committee nor the supporters of its present poli- 
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cies that is disregarding the General Assembly and 
aligning itself with outside forces. It is The Out- 
look’s “‘Call for Advance in Foreign Missions” that 
is doing so. Do the signers of The Outlook’s letter 
realize that they are, at this point, pressing the 
Executive Committee to disobey the direction the 
General Assembly has given its Coma 4 
—Wm. C. 


Our “Spokesman” , 
Again 
The weekly letter, “What’s Happening in Wash- 


ington” published by Prentice-Hall, Ine., under 
date of April 18th one finds this statement,— 


“A preliminary survey indicates industry, labor 
and farm organizations support the Atlantic Pact. 
What opposition exists comes from the church, 
pacifists and pro-Russian groups. 


“Recently a conference sponsored by the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches said: “‘No defense alliance 
should be entered into which might validly appear 
as a Russian alliance with Latin America would 
undoubtedly appear to us.” 


Russia’s heartless, calculated, tyrranical and law- 
less overrunning of her neighbor states is an open 
book. America has entered into a defensive alli- 
ance with nations seeking protection from further 
expansion on the part of Russia. 


For the Federal Council to place America and 
Russia on a comparable basis in international 
manouvering is an affront to the facts. 


We are not optimistic over any alliance or 
grouping of nations which ignores God as the 
rightful object of individual and national worship, 


but, we do resent the intrusion into the realm of’ 


international politics of the Federal Council. Again 
and again it has been true that certain departments 
or leaders have presumed to “speak for 35,000,000 
Protestants” on matters about which they are not 
qualified to speak. —L.N.B. 


God’s Way Or Man’s 


In recent. weeks we have been studying the 
Book of Romans in our mid-week prayer service. 
While I have read the book many times during 
the past few years, this is the first verse by verse 
study that I have made of Romans since seminary 
days. I would. like to recommend such a study for 
any minister for at least two reasons:—first, the 
study will enrich his life and that of his people; 
and, second, it will increase the attendance at that 
service in most any church, as it did in Caldwell 
Memorial. 


There are many timely lessons in the Book of 
Romans, but we shall mention only one just now. 
In the latter part of the ninth chapter Paul! states 
the reason for the rejection of Israel at the hand 
of God. He states simply and clearly that Israel 
was rejected because she sought righteousness 
(and salvation) in her own way, rather than in 
God’s way. Israel sought righteousness by the works 
of the law, rather than by faith, which was the 
way of God. | 

We say this “in love,” but we believe it to be 
absolutely true, that certain leaders in our South- 


. ern Presbyterian Church are trying to lead our 


church away from the will and plan of God for 
the salvation of man, to ways of their own choos- 
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ing. The recent demand on the part of. certain 
leaders for larger cooperation on the part of 
our Foreign Mission Committee is one of the many 
examples. These leaders are asking our committee 
to cooperate in movements on the mission field that 
will eventually put us in the position of supporting 
colleges and movements that are pagan in their 
ideals and objectives. If such unwise and un- 
Christian demands prevail, our committee will 
lose so much of its financial support, that much 
of its work will have to be discontinued, I believe. 


Again, speaking “‘in love,” we believe the lead- 
ers of the Federal Council are guilty of the same 
sin, seeking righteousness in their own way, rather 
than God’s way. In recent years I have been on the 
platform several times with pro-council speakers. 
Almost without exception these speakers have 
apologized for the doctrinal laxity of the Federal 
Council, as evidenced in much of its leadership, 
and its public utterances. But these pro-council 
speakers have argued that in the interest of co- 
operation, or ecumenicity, we must overlook this 
laxity. One question suggests itself. Is it God’s way 
or man’s way to push social, racial, political and 
economic programs, many of which are of ques- 
tionable value, and, either ignore, or put in a 
subordinate position, the deity of Christ, the neces- 
sity of the new birth, and other basic Christian 
— With Paul we would shout, “God for- 
id.” 


These are just a few examples to illustrate the 


principle suggested by Paul’s words, If God re- 


frained not from cutting off the natural branches 
for turning from His way, will He spare us? Wake 
up Christians! —C. G. McC. 


Our Witness To The 
Living God—The 
Holy Ghost 


Our Lord Jesus Christ returned in the power 
of the Spirit into Galilee and announced a definite 
program of activities, the activities which had been 
outlined for the Messiah in the prophecy of Isaiah 
(Lk. 4:14-21). So vigorously did He give Himself 
to this program that ere long the disciple band 
confessed Him as the Messiah, Son of the living 
God. When He arose from the dead our Lord was 
installed in all the authority of heaven and earth 
and given the activities of a wider commission, a 
commission that now speaks salvation in every land 
and clime of this sin-cursed earth. The key to 
understanding this present activity of Christ is the 
realization of His present Lordship and the ac- 
tive power of the Holy Spirit Who takes the A 
of Christ and shows them to us. Thus, through he 
Biblical Word concerning Christ, He who was 
here once, touches us in His “super-historical,” 
actual presence. 

The life of the congregation is God, the Holy 


Ghost, The Church lives as the things of Christ 
are rendered profitable to us by the secret operation 


of the Spirit. The bounties that Christ won for. 


His people He communicates to us by the Spirit. 
Apart from this present work the Gospel story 
would be a matter of cold speculation apart from 
us. By His Spirit Christ unites us to Himself and 
makes us members of His body. He is the internal 
teacher by whose agency the promises of salvation 
penetrate our hearts. He is the key with which 
the treasures of the Kingdom of Heaven are un- 
locked to us. Indeed, the Kingdom of God consists 
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in the Spirit. The prophets made the mark of the 
kingdom of Christ the more exuberant effusion of 
the Spirit (Joel 2:28). By the Spirit, God enlightens 
our minds to lay hold of Christ, sheds abroad His 
love in our heagts, regenerates us, raises us up to- 
gether with Christ. He is “the Spirit of faith” (II 
a 4:13), that is, He is the author and giver of 
aith, | 


Ruskin has said, “I believe that the root of al- 
most every schism and heresy from which the 
Christian Church has ever suffered has been the 
effort of man to earn, rather than to receive, his 
salvation; and that the reason that preaching is so 
commonly ineffectual is, that it calls on men 
oftener to work for God, than to behold God work- 
ing for them.” Our current American Christianity 
has become so enamored with our human activism 
that it has forgotten the working of God, the Holy 
Ghost. “It is God that worketh in you both to will 
and to do.” Thus the task of the Church is primarily 
to pray for God to work and to testify that He 
is working—rather than primarily to whip up the 
human wills of the hearers. One of our most es- 
teemed pastors said: ‘““Three years ago when I made 
a pastoral change I took stock of my ministry. I 
decided that the easiest and the laziest way to 
preach is to scold your people, When I came to my 
new field I decided to preach to this congregation 
the grace of God—what He has done, what He is 
doing, what He will do—and I have had here the 
three happiest years of my ministry.” The Church 
is the place where God acts and man serves— 
— the first thing is what God, the Holy Spirit 

oes. 


To keep this truth clear the Presbyterian Church 
teaches the full Deity of Christ and the full Deity 
of the Holy Spirit. Each Person in the Godhead 
is true God, wholly God, self-existent God. The 
Father is God, the Son is God and the Holy Ghost 
is God, but these are not three gods, for God is 
one. The great contribution of Calvinism to true 
thinking is the clear line drawn between the Triune 
Creator, the self-existent God one on the one hand 
and the creatures of His hand on the other. He— 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit—exists of Himself. 
Everything else was created from nothing and 
exists by His power and at His will. Now as we 
place God the Father first in creation and God 
the Son first in redemption so also we place God 
-the Holy Ghost first in salvation. It is of His ac- 
tion, of His grace that our hard hearts are melted 
and we turn to Christ for salvation. God not only 
planned salvation as the Father. God not only 
offers us salvation in Christ. God saves us by the 
Holy Spirit’s action. “Salvation is of the Lord.’ 


Now the Holy Spirit acts through the means of 
His own ordering, that is, the Word and the sacra- 


ments. “The Lord has established a kind of mutual 
connexion (Isaiah 59:21) between the certainty of 


His Word and of His.Spirit: so that our minds are 
filled with a solid reverence for the Word, when 
by the light of the Spirit we are enabled therein 
to behold the divine countenance: and, on the 
other hand, without the least fear of mistake, we 
gladly receive the Spirit, when we recognize Him 
in His image. that is the Word ... God sends the 
same Spirit, by whose agency He had dispensed His 
Word, to complete His work by an efficacious con- 
firmation of that word.” “Those who are inwardly 
taught by the Spirit feel an entire acquiescence 
in the Scripture ... being illuminated by Him, 


we now believe the divine original of the Scripture, 
not from our own judgment or that of others, but 
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we esteem the certainty, that we have received it 
from God’s own mouth by the ministry of men, to 
be superior to that of any human judgment, and 
equal to that of an intuitive perception of God 
Himself in it . . . such a sentiment as cannot be 
produced but by a revelation from heaven... 
Only let it be known here, that that alone is true 
faith which the Spirit of God seals in our hearts.” 
(Calvin). 


Our congregations . our America, our world 
needs this Calvinistic testimony to the present 
power and work of God. The God we worship is the 
one only, living and true God, the Lord who bap- 
tizes with the Spirit and with fire. In the person 
of the Holy Spirit He is with our missionaries in 
China, in Japan, in Korea, as well as in Africa, in 
Brazil and in Mexico, as our missionaries bear wit- 
ness to the grace and the glory of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, We have no promise that He will accom- 
pany our mission gifts with His saving power if 
they are turned from this testimony to the Biblical 
Christ and devoted chiefly to liberal arts education 
and liberal theology in union universities in the 
Far East. —Wm. C. R 


“Preach The Word” 


“In Some Circles it is being said that the day of 
great preaching, of public worship, of mass evan- 
gelism is over. Maybe it is—in some circles. There 
the trend is toward many weekday activities, fre- 
quently non-religious in character, and away from 
the preaching of the Word, and public worship. 
Larger er halls, and smaller sanctuaries, are 
evidences of this ominous change of emphasis. So 
also are the streamlined “Morning Church Pro- 
grams” which make religion short and easy. At 
best they but poorly hide the “‘retreat’”’ which has 
taken place in some Protestant churches. In still 
other circles frantic efforts are being made to 
prevent such retreat by a new emphasis upon 
ritual, candles and altars. 


It is very difficult to hide the vacuum that 
exists in many pulpits. Not that the preacher is gone 
—he still stands in his accustomed place. What is 
missing is the faithful preaching of the Word of 
God. And the serious fact is that all our programs 
and methods are no substitute for the preaching of 
the Word. There has been given to us this deposit 
of faith, the canons of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, a definite body of inspired material, the 
Word of God. We are not merely to say nice and 
eloquent things about this Bible, but to proclaim 
its message. And it is the absence of such sincere 
and uncompromised preaching of the Word that 
ends up in efforts to provide pathetic substitutes, 
or-in a thinly-veiled change-over to a social club. 


Protestantism sorely needs a counter-trend which 
will again exalt the Bible as the Word of God, and 
proclaim it with passion and power. Thank God for 
those churches which never forsook the faithful! 
preaching of that Gospel. Thank God for many 
new groups springing up everywhere, proclaiming 
the message of the Book as the Word of God, and 
revealing to the sceptical the blessing which God 
grants to the preaching of His Word. 


Let us all in this critical day, laymen and min- 
isters alike, study more faithfully to know what 
God is saying to us in the Bible. And let us who 
stand behind the sacred desk remember that God 
honors the preaching of His Word. He has not 
promised to bless an essay, or a book review, or a 
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social program, or a sermon, but He has promised 

to bless~ the preaching of His Word. He has de- 

clared that it shall not return unto Him void.” 
—The Church Herald. 


“The Virtue Of The 
Narrow Mind” 


Under the above title, Dr. Harland Steele, pastor 
of the Community Church, Hopkins, Mich. writes 
in a recent issue of the “Church Herald,” organ 
of the Reformed Church in America. The first 
paragraph is as follows: — 


One of the world’s most misguided missiles 
is the accusation: “‘You’re narrow-minded!” 
As far as the religious sphere of life is con- 
cerned, this intended derogation is in reality a 
compliment. It is good to be narrow-minded! 
It.is good to be intolerant! In this day of 
anemic “brotherhood of man’”’ religion, intoler- 
ance is supposed to be the most godless trait 
in a man’s character. In some senses, intoler- 
ance can be evil—when it says that a Negro is 
less than a white man, when it says that the 
rich are better than the poor, and in such 
philosophies. Yet, in another sense, namely 
theology, intolerance is a good, if rare, virtue. 
Of course, if our theology is nothing more than 
a clever composition of human opinions, our in- 
tolerance is without foundation. But when the 
Word of God transcends individual logic, the 
ground is sure. a 


Dr. Steele then goes on to show the narrow- 
mindedness of the scientist who insists that H20 
is the chemical formula for water; the mathema- 
tician who will not tolerate tampering with the 
thultiplication table; the referee who stands for 
the rules of the game; etc. ete. 


‘‘We sometimes proudly gloat over the idea that 


.every man is entitled to his view. In many things 


that is true. But in the church, it is not true. 
The Christian is not entitled to his own view. 
Only Christ’s view! We cannot flirt with false ideas 
any more than Israel could flirt with idols.” 


And these final paragraphs: | 


There is no strength in this modern pattern 
of indifference, We get nowhere by suppos- 
ing that one view is as good as another. What 
we now call religious tolerance may prove to 
be outright contempt of God. Either the Bible 
is right or it isn’t. We can’t putter around in 
the shady realms in between. Compromise 
pleases no one, and it readily degenerates the 
truth. What we need today more than any- 
thing else are some very sharp distinctions 
between truth and error. “For the Word of 
God is quick and powerful, sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the divid- 
ing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and the intents of the heart.” (He- 
‘brews 4:12). 


Remember that you are Christians. Don’t 
absorb “graven images’ into your religion. 
There is only one true religion; there is only 
one true Christ; there is only one true God— 
and He is a jealous God, absolutely intolerant 
of any rivalry. Jesus gave all mankind a 
message in which He taught us how to receive 
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both the abundant life and the eternal life. 
He formulated that message in precise terms. 
It is an intolerant message, narrow-minded, 
and admitting of no contradiction. Each truth 
is a matter, not of opinion, but of fact. 


We are personally convinced that theological edu- 
cation needs a thoro overhauling in America. In 
too many instances institutions are fearful of being 
narrow-minded, by standing unhesitatingly for 
Christian fact, Instead, men who have departed 
from the faith are heard, read and quoted approv- 
ingly and as a result, a creeping paralysis blights 
the student so that he goes out confused and 
powerless to a task which requires clarity of reason 
and faith. The virtue of the narrow mind must not 
be overlooked. —L.N.B. 


Here We Stand On 
Principles Of Union 
By R. D. Littleton 


There are many of us in our Southern Presby- 
terian Church who are not opposed to union with 
other church bodies who are willing to subscribe 
to the Confession of Faith as containing the sys- 
tem of doctrine taught in the Bible, if certain safe- 
guards for a sane interpretation of the essential 
teachings are firmly established for us. We live in 
days when some of the pee truths for which we 
are willing to die are held in reproach, even though 
these very truths are clearly laid down in the 
Confession of Faith. We do not therefore desire to 
unite with any church body who refuses to require 
individual ministers to believe them. To do so in 
our judgment would be to open the gates to floods 
of doubt and iniquity among us, and we believe to 


- place all possible safeguards to the preservation 


of these doctrines for our children is a responsi- 
bility we cannot fear to shoulder. 


If we would unite with others we will require 
that all ministers entering into any union to per- 
sonally subscribe to the following vows: 


1. I believe in the full inspiration of the Bible, 
that it is true in all its parts, and not contradictory. 
No man who is worthy of preaching the Gospel 
will fear to make such a statement. 


2. 1 believe in the virgin birth of Christ, the 
deity of Christ, and in the miracles of the Old 
and New Testaments. 


3. I believe in the vicarious atonement of Christ; 
that is, that it was necessary to the justice of God, 
a for all sinners who accept it by 

aith. 


4. I believe in the physical, bodily resurrection 
of Christ. 


5. I believe in the personal, bodily return of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in judgment. 


6. I will require all other ministers entering into 
the fellowship of the ministry to believe these 


truths. 


7. I believe in the right of private conscience of 
the individual in determining social, economic, and 
political policies for the state. 


8. I believe in the right of the individual to sup- 
ort with hiss money any Christian enterprise of 
is own choice. 
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9. I believe in the local congregation’s right to 


the use of its own property by majority vote when - 


a fair amount has been given any minority tor 
their right in the property in case of a union with 
any other denomination. 


Those of us who hold to these standards do not 
like to be accused of unwillingness to unite with 
sother denominations. Many of us are eager to have 
closer Association with others who are our brothers 
in Christ, but we honestly believe that any minister 
who is sound in the faith, or any denomination 
which is sound in the faith must hold these views. 
On the other hand there will be not union with 
others, but only a division if these things are not 
done. They who would project a plan of union 
which neglects these propositions will stir up trouble 
amongst us. We must not dissipate our energies 
in days like these striving one against anot..er. 
We must demonstrate our courage, and integrity 
in defending our standards, and at the same time 
reveal a love for each other that is greater than 
that of those who will not defend them. 


R, D. Littleton, Pastor, 


506 Bay Street, 
Bay Street Presbyterian Church, 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 


The Rock That Is 
Higher 


The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they 
their houses in the rocks. Ought not men to have 
as much sense as these helpless little animals? 


Perhaps we do not like the idea of being called 
“feeble folk.’”’ David was wise when he prayed, 
“teach me how frail I am.” There is no greater 
lesson for us to learn, and never forget. 


Physically frail; yes. The strongest man may 
pass away in a moment if his hcart stops beating: 
surely there is but a step between all of us and 
a and we never know when that step will be 
taken. 


Mentally; yes. The wisest man in the world may 
in a second of time become worse than a fool— 
an insane man. Do not many of our smartest men 
lose their minds before they die? 


Spiritually; more than anywhere else. Separat- 
ed from God by sin, we are doomed to eternal 
separation and death unless we come back to God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Without Him we 
can do nothing. 


What is the only wise thing to do? Fly to the. 


Rock that is higher than we are. Other founda- 
tion can no man lay-than that is laid which is 
Jesus Christ. Behold, I lay in Zion for a foun- 
dation a Stone, a tried and tested Stone, a sure 
Foundation, He that believeth—and that means 
buildeth—shall never be put to shame. 


‘“‘When trials come, and storms arise; 
When tempests darken earth and skies, 
And everything my spirit tries, 

I’ll hide myself in Jesus. ‘ 
When friends turn cold, and scorn to own 
That I, as friend, was never known, 

And I am left to go alone, 

I’ll hide hyself in Jesus. 
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There is no other safe retreat 
Where I may hide when tempests beat, 
Here I have found a rest complete 

While hiding now in Jesus. 
O let me always here abide, 
Safe sheltered in His wounded side 
Till I, the storms of earth outride, 

Till then I'll hide in Jesus.” 

—J.K.P. 


The Centrality Of The 
Church’s Mission 


“This one thing I do,” can hardly be said to be 
the motto of the modern church, whether it was the 
supreme goal of the Apostle to the Gentiles or not. 
We are burdened with varied “problems” such as 
racial discrimination, segregation, wages and hours 
laws, management and labor relations, health in- 
surance, teacher’s compensation, divorce laws, and 
the like, We have become a group of frantic “‘prob- 
lem solvers” in the pulpit, in church forums and the 
religious press. The Federal Council’s Third Nation- 
al Study Conference in Cleveland was a splendid 
example of such futile discussions when the heart 
of the matter is lacking. The Christian Century’s 
comment on this conference was at the same time 
most enlightening and most damaging. Four adjec- 
tives told the whole story, ‘‘cautious and equivocal, 
secularistic and confused.” 


When the broad bright path of the gospel is 
walked then we find ample ground on its by-paths 
to condemn all evil and commend all that is good 
in our social order. We are not blind to the stag- 
gering and appalling injustices shown the Negro in 
our law courts and in many other realms of life. We 
are conscious that not only has management, but 
labor as well, sinned grievously in not meeting its 
obligations and rendering just returns for services 
rendered. We are shocked at the low salaries that 
teachers are offered and realize that we are pay- 
ing a fearful premium for faulty education and de- 
ficient future citize One could go on and on 


reiterating these glaring social evils of our body 


politic. 


But, pray tell us, when is an ambassador of the 
cross going to tell men how to be reconciled to 
God, if he uses up his precious twenty or thirty 
minutes Sunday morning “solving” the world’s prov 
lems with endless platitudes? The “unsearchable 
riches of Christ’? demand all of this time and more 
besides for its full exposition and understanding. 
Burdened hearts and confused minds are oft-times 
lodged in the pews without consolation and with- 
out light. They are to be told, ‘“‘Let him that stole, 
steal no more, but rather let him labor working 
with his hands.’”’ But may we not forget, that first 
of all they must be led to Him who is the loving 
Saviour of sinners as well as the Light of the world. 
This incomparable Figure must not be obscured,— 


_in all things He must have the preeminence. 


A great many are telling us today that we are 
hearing a sweet new song, lost sight of for man 
years. It is the melody of Ecumenicism. Beyon 
above, and transcending all objectives is this desire 
to be one. If it can be attained it will pave the way 
for an unprecedented spirit of evangelism, stew- 
ardship and missions, New life and light will be 
ours for a certainty. The advocates of such a move- 
ment are little concerned with whom they join 


or under what terms. The song is too sweet to be | 
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burdened: with the trivial matters of creeds and 
shibboleths. Let us write a new creed, anyhow, to 
supplant those of the 16th century which have long 
been obsolete and musty. 


— 


Let us, they say, merge vigorous Baptists who 
are growing by leaps and bounds, although they 
refuse to be ecumenical, with restrained, intellectual 
Episcopalians. Amalgamate the Church of God and 
the Nazarenes with the Presbyterians. One likes to 
burst out into “hallelujahs’” and ‘‘amens,” in its 
services, the other preters a greatly repressed emo- 
tional experience and a dignitied worship at all 
times. Who dares to say, which is right and which 
is wrong? According to all statistics, the emotional 
groups are growing faster,—the rest, we trust, are 
making their solid and much needed contributions 
to the subStantial gains of the Kingdom, Where is 
realistic thinking as we tace the solid facts of our 


day? 


Let us constrain ourselves to listen to the clear 
recordings of history. ‘the church was one during 
the middle ages. She spoke with a central Voice. 


«Denominations amounted to nothing, but who can 


close their mind’s eye or historic imaginations to 
those tearful days. Ignorance, superstition and folly 
reigned supreme. Spiritual vitality reached an all- 
time low ebb. But the Protestant Reformation 
brought forth a variety of children from the same 
mother. They diftered in their views concerning the 
Lord’s Supper, Baptism, the Atonement and many 
other matters. Nevertheless, they overran the old 
world and the new, They traversed continents and 
seas to carry the light to unheard of places. They 
broke into China, Japan, India, Africa and the 
islands of the sea with a gladsome song of “truth 
and light.’’ The story of their heroic adventures 
has been made immortal in thrilling biographies 
without number. Their great-grand children are 
still bearing a successful testimony to the truth 
o1 which we can be proud. 


What is the centrality of the Church’s Mission? 
The Great Commission provides a concentrated, 
yet comprehensive, answer. It says that the church’s 
supreme mission is to evangelize. “Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel.” When these 
converts have been won by the preaching of the 
everlasting gospel of redemption through the shed 
blood of Christ and the regeneration of the Holy 
Ghost, then they are to be trained in all the 


pattern of Christian living. They are to be in- . 


structed. in the Christ-like ways of unselfishness, 
love and service. They are to be sanctified by the 
truth, yielding their lives completely to its blessed 
sway. ‘they are to learn to deal honestly willy their 
fellow man in all relationships ot lle, exhibiting a 
character of true godliness and of transparent 
sincerity. 


The regenerated Christian, ‘“‘born from above,” 
is to be the infiltrating agent of righteousness in 
a corrupt world. He is to daily practice the virtues 
of his new found faith and to condemn the vices of 
his contemporary society. Yes, he is to be a fifth 
columnist in Satan’s country spoiling his goods 
and influencing his citizenry to leave for the 
celestial city. He is to be a herald of the good 
news, a builder of the King’s highway, and a soldier 
of the cross all combined in one person. 


Our age has yet to see the whole church center 
her complete energies upon her entire God-given 
task, namely, to vrociaim the whole counsel of 
God to a weary and lost humanity. We have yet 


to come to entire dependence upon the Spirit’s 
divine resources and power for the mighty impact 
which we all so greatly desire. Ah, what a day 
that would be! May God grant that it shall soon 
come! —R.W.C. 


Minority Report Of ‘The 
Assembly’s Permanent 


Committee On Co-operation 
And Union 


We. the undersigned members of the Permanent 
Committee on Co-operation and Union, being un- 
able after mature consideration to concur in the 
report of the committee being presented to this As- 
sembly, respectfully submit a statement of our 
reasons for disapproving that report with certain 
recommendations which we believe are more in 
harmony with the action of the last Assembly. 


1. The resolution adopted by the 1948 Assembly 
provided, “that for a period of five years the entire 
Plan of Reunion with the Presbyterian Church U. 
S. A. be held in abeyance and during this time the 
committee confine its activities to exploring ave- 
nues of acquaintance and cooperation only.”’ This 
resolution was passed unanimously, and it was in- 
terpreted by all parties as a solemn agreement to 
deciare a moratorium for a five-year period on the 
agitation of this issue in order that the church 
might be free to concentrate its attention and ef- 
forts on the Program of Progress and the promotion 


- of harmony and cooperation within its own house- 


hold. Obviously that resolution accomplished its 
purpose, and the church has enjoyed a year of 
comparative freedom from controversy, and notable 
progress has been made along all lines. We feel, 
therefore, that it would be wise to continue a 
scrupulous observance of the spirit of the agree- 
ment throughout the five-year period, and to ab- 
stain from any course of action which might rea- 
sonably be construed as in conflict with it. 


2. The report of the committee proposes an all- 


out program of intensive cultivation and fraterni- 


zation between the two denominations involving 
all Assembly agencies and extending down through 
synods and presbyteries to local congregations, with 
the provision that the Permanent Committee should 
become virtually a promotional agency to imple- 
ment this program throughout the church. 


In our judgment, whether the committee so 
designed it or not, this would be the effect an ag- 
gressive program of pro-union propaganda, would 
provoke misunderstanding and strong opposition, 
and would undoubtedly be construed by all parties 
as abrogating the moratorium and thus open the 
door for immediate resumption of agitation of the 
whole question of union throughout the church on 
an intensified basis. We therefore recommend: 


Recommendations 
1. That the report of the committee be amended 
by striking out all that follows the second para- 
graph, which ends with the words “up to January 
1, 1949.” 


2. That the Permanent Committee on Co-opera- 
tion and Union be instructed to make a candid and 
careful study of the differences between the two 
denominations in polity and practice at the level of 
congregations, presbyteries, synods, and General 


a THE Page 7 
ye 
e 
a 
aS 
rs | 
e 
d 
rt 
C- 
l, 
is 
“4 
n 
e 
t 
ts 
2S 
at 
yn 
ly 
y 
le 
BS 
h- 
e, 
st 
4 
d. 
y 
d. 
re 
ay 
e- 
in 
De 


ae 


Page 8 


Assembly agencies respectively, and the nature of 
the problems which would be involved in effecting 
any plan of union, and to report its findings to the 
General Assembly. 


3. That the committee be authorized to take 
advantage of this five-year period to explore ave- 
nues. of acquaintance and co-operation with the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, the 
United Presbyterian Church, and possibly other 
Presbyterian or Reformed groups, and thus to pro- 
mote the larger objective for which the committee 
was originally constituted: “to bring into one body 
all members of the Presbyterian family.’ 


Respectfully submitted, 


R. Wilbur Cousar, 

G. T. Gillespie, 

Members of the Assembly’s 
Permanent Committee On 
Co-operation and Union. 


Southern Presbyterian Evangelical 
Fellowship Group Meets 
In Charlotte, N. C. 


Resolutions 


April 25, 1949. 


We, a representative group of Southern Presby- 
terians in and around Charlotte, N, C., having 
heard an address on the theme, “The Witness of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church in the World,” 
_ are moved to adopt the following resolutions: 


(1) That we declare our support for the his- 
torical witness of our Church to God in His sover- 
eign power and glory; to our Lord Jesus Christ in 
all the grandeur and all the grace which the Bible 
ascribes to Him; to Christ’s sole headship and king- 
ship over His body the Church; to God the Holy 
Spirit in His person and in His life-giving power; 
and to the Bible as the Word of God that liveth and 
abideth forever. 


(2) That we express regret for the recently re- 
leased statement appearing in the pages of the 
Presbyterian Outlook (and exposed in the April 
lst issue of the Southern Presbyterian Journal) 
wherein certain esteemed leaders of the Church 
have seen fit to release their implied criticism of our 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions and its 
record concerning “‘cooperation” and working with 
certain Presbyterian Outlook—designated agencies 
at Home and on the Foreign Fields. We regret that 
these brethren did not first officially submit their 
recommendations directly to the Executive Commit- 
tee of Foreign Missions—before sending out their 
circular letter soliciting additional supporters of 
their criticism—to the potential embarrassment of 
said Committee. 


It would seem obvious that were the recom- 
mendations of the Presbyterian - Outlook group 
followed by our Executive Committee, a substan- 
tial portion of the funds of our Church which are 
normally allotted to vital, direct Mission work on 
the Foreign Field, would be diverted from Biblical 
Evangelism on the Mission Field and transferred to 
Agencies and Institutions at home and abroad which 
are neither controlled by our Church nor com- 
mitted to that type of Foreign Mission operation 
which has been so masterfully and successfully pro- 
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jected by this faithful Executive Committee and 


its beloved and able Executive Secretary. 


(3) That we affirm our confidence in and pledge 
our support for the policy being followed by our 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, and 
its Secretary, Dr. C. —s Fulton, in carrying 
to the ends of the earth this testimony of our 
Church. In particular, we express the hope that 
the Committee’s. emphasis will continue to be 
placed upon Biblical Evangelism, and that our 
funds for the Far East will continue to be used 
to proclaim the gospel and not be diverted to the 
support of liberal arts universities which are neith- 
er controlled by our Church nor committed to the 
testimony of our Church. 


Controversy May Be A Duty! 


“Controversy in religion is a hateful thing. It is 


hard enough to fight the devil, the world, and the 


flesh, without private differences in our own camp. 
But there is one thing which is even worse than 
controversy, and that is false doctrine tolerated, 
allowed and permitted, without protest or molesta- 
tion. It was controversy that won the battle of the 
Protestant Reformation. If the views that some 
men hold were correct, it is plain we never ought 
to have had any Reformation at all! For the sake 
of peace, we ought to have gone on worshipping 
the Virgin, and bowing down to images and relics 
to this very day! Away with such trifling. There 
are times when controversy is not only a duty but 
a benefit. Give me the mighty thunderstorm rather 
than the pestilential malaria. The one walks in 
darkness and poisons us in silence, and we are 
never safe. The other frightens and alarms for a 
little season. But it soon clears and it clears the 
air. It is a plain Scriptural duty to ‘contend earn- 


' estly for the faith once delivered to the saints.’ 


(Jude 3.’’) —J. C. Ryle. 


Union Theological Seminary 


1949-50 Student Body Officers: William T. Mar- 
tin, Jr., Raleigh, N. C., president; John O. Barks- 
dale. Waynesboro, Va., secretary; Leighton B. 
McKeithen, Jr., Cameron, N. C., current expense 
treasurer; Lamar Williamson, Jr., Monticello, Ark., 
benevolent funds treasurer; Forrest K. Whitworth, 
Wewoka, Okla., director of spiritual life; G. P. 
Whiteley, Roanoke, Va., director of social life; 
Ernest H. Flaniken, Memphis, Tenn., director of 
ecumencial outlook; Daniel R. Thomas, Jr., Knox- 
ville, Tenn., director of physical life. 


1949-50 Senior Class Officers: Robert Bluford. 
Jr., Richmond, Va., president; Henry M. Raynal, 
Statesville, N. C., secretary-treasurer; C. Wesley 
Jennings, Greensboro, N. C., director of spiritual! 
life; Donald F. Bobb, Dallas, Texas, director of 
social life; John M. Wilson, Leland, Miss., director 
of ecumencial outlook; Joseph L. Nelson, Jr., 
Norfolk, Va., director of physical life. 


1949-50 Middle Class Officers: Lewis H. Lan- 
caster, Jr., Sumter, S. C., president; Samuel D. 
Maloney, Knorville, Tenn., secretary-treasurer; 
John V. Moore, Charleston, W. Va., director of 
spiritual life; H. Richard Copeland, Coahoma, Ter.. 
director of ecumencial outlook; William Walter 
Johnson, Shreveport, La., director of social life; 
— J. Miller, Richmond, Va., director of physica! 
ife. 
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Agitation As To Union 


By Dr. J. R. McCain 


President Agnes Scott College 
Decatur ... Georgia 


There has been a great deal of misunderstanding 
about what happened at the last General Assembly 
in regard to union and some justified apprehension 
as to the present status of the subject. Since I 
have been intimately connected with the matter 
and believe that I have the facts, I would like the 
privilege of outlining these. 


At the General Assembly, there were majority 
and minority reports from the Standing Commit- 
tee, and either of these would have resulted in 
heated discussion throughout the Assembly during 
the current year. Dr. Nelson Bell and I were very 
anxious to avert this agitation, and we agreed to 
draft a proposal, After some preliminary differ- 
ences, we agreed on the ideas; and, at his sugges- 
tion, I dictated the wording while he typed it. 


I have the original resolution in my possession, 
and it is as follows: 


“Whereas our Church is now engaged in a 
Program of Progress, including a wonderful 
spirit of evangelism, which we feel under 
God’s good hand will greatly expand the wit- 
ness of our Church, and 

“Whereas agitation on the subject of re- 
union has already interfered with giving this 
matter full attention, and may be a still greater 
handicap if continued, and 

“Whereas the Permanent Committee was 
set up for the purpose of Co-operation as well 
as possible union: 

“Be it resolved that for a period of five 
years the entire plan of reunion with the Pres- 
byterian Church U. S. A. be held in abeyance, 
and that during this time the Committee con- 
fine its activities to exploring avenues of ac- 
quaintance and cooperation only.” 


Dr. Bell presented this resolution as a substitute 
for the majority and minority reports, and it was 
debated until the recess period. 


During this interval, a group from both sides got 
together and requested Dr. King to present the 
resolution with an amendment permitting the Per- 
manent Committee.to complete the plan of union. 
In the hurry of the consultation, the preamble to 
the resolution was omitted. As far as | am aware, 
there was no objection whatever voiced to the pre- 
amble, but the shortest possible form was deemed 
wise. 


In the debate which preceded the recess, I did | 


not discover any opposition to the idea that we 
would have cooperation during the five-year period. 
At one time while the Moderator was stating the 
question to the effect that the whole subject of 
union would be kept in abeyance for five years, I 
specifically asked him, from the floor: “This does 
not mean that cooperation must be omitted, does 
it?” And he replied, “You are quite right, it is 
the question of union only which is to be kept in 


abeyance.” 


There is no doubt whatever in my mind, as the 
one who framed the wording of the substitute mo- 
tion. that the Committee on Co-operation and 
Union has authority to experiment with the various 
forms of acquaintance with the Presbyterian Church 
U. S. A. without any further permission from the 


General Assembly. On the other hand, I am frank 
to admit that the detailed plans and specifications 
of the proposed report of the Committee to the 
General Assembly are sufficient to raise doubts 
and perhaps resentment on the part of opponents 
of union. The Committee has certainly not taken 
any action on its own initiative which could be 
criticised; and I think it is entirely within its rights 
to bring the report to the General Assembly. 

I think the Committee has used poor judgment 
in proposing such an all-out plan of acquaintance 
and co-operation. 

I had proposed that the Committee make some 
such statement as this: 


“As the Committee is to confine its other 
activities to ‘exploring avenues of acquaintance 
and co-operation only’, it wishes to assure the 
Church that it has no desire whatever to stir 
up discussion on the subject of union or to 
make laborious efforts to bring the denomina- 
tions together simply for the sake of meeting. 
It certainly will not make its explorations an 
undercover method of propaganda. It does not 
feel in any sense the necessity of hurry in 
making its studies. 

* * * 

“This Committee understands the term ‘ex- 
ploring’ to indicate that it is supposed to take 
some initiative in suggesting ways and means 
whereby the denominations may become better 
acquainted with one another and with the pro- 
grams which they support. ‘Exploring’ will also 
mean that the Committee will receive sugges- 
tions from individuals or groups in our Church, 
and weigh the merits or weaknesses of these. 
The Committee will, therefore, welcome sug- 
gestions as to what ought to be done, and per- 
haps\what ought not to be done, in regard to 
this whole matter.” 

I am sure that members of the Committee are 
in good faith presenting many ways and means of 
acquaintance with the Presbyterian Church U. S. A. 
All this has been done in the most open and frank 
manner without the least effort at concealment. 

I do not believe there will be any/dittieu! at 
the meeting of the General Assembly in working 
out an agreement db to the extent to which efforts 
will be made. Personally, I hope that we may move 
rather slowly in the matter. 

I am by no means convinced that closer ac- 
quaintance will necessarily lead to a desire for 
union. It may easily convince both sides that 
separate churches may render more valuable serv- 
ice. Without acquaintance and an effort at co- 
operation, I do not know how we can have real 
evidence for either viewpoint. 


My own personal interest throughout the whole 
discussion is to have a period of denominational 
harmony during which we may work on the Pro- 
gram of Progress, especially on our evangelistic 
effort, without clashing opinions and divisions. 


I earnestly ask that all conduct the discussions 
without bitterness and that all may unite in pro- 
moting the great causes of our Church and of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 
Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, Ga. 


Q. 11. What are God’s works of providence? 


A. God’s works of providence are His most 
holy. wise and powerful preserving and governing 
all His creatures, and all their actions. 


The best way to describe Providence is to say 
that it is God’s hand over man’s hand, always 
and all the time. If you read carefully the second 
and fourth chapters of Acts you will hear Peter 
saying that. He says that Jesus was crucified by 
the wicked hands of men and then he says that 
these wicked men did what Thy hand and Thy 
council determined before to be done. The hand 
of God is not absent from the affairs of this world 
even when wicked man are acting. In spite of, and 
sometimes even by means of, evil men God governs 


all His creatures and all their actions, He was pro-. 


tecting and directing the life of Joseph even when 
his mean brothers sold him into slavery. He was 
sending Joseph ahead to save all of their lives when 
the famine came. God only allows evil persons to do 
so far as He wills. In the same act they act and 
He acts: they mean it for evil, God makes it turn 
out for good to those who love Him. 


God feeds the Sparrows and watches over them 
so that not one falls to the ground without His 
will. God clothes the lilies of the field. God num- 
bers the very hairs of our heads. God works all 
things after the counsel of His own will (Eph. 
1:11). ‘‘The Lord of hosts hath sworn saying, 
Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; 
and as I have purposed so shall it stand” (Isaiah 
14:24). God is at the helm. The living God with all 
power in His hand, all love in His heart, all wisdom 
in His mind is moment by moment sustaining, up- 
holding, empowering, guiding and directing every 
creature He has made and moving all things toward 
the great and blessed end He has for His creatures. 
Of that blessed consummation Jesus Christ is our 
assurance and our hope. 


Q.12. What special act of providence did- God 
exercise toward man in the estate Wherein he was 
created? 


A. When God had created man, He entered into 
a covenant of life with him upon condition of per- 
fect obedience; forbidding him to eat of the tree 
. - knowledge of good and evil upon pain of 
eath. 


How far is man the creature below God, his 
maker! God speaks to man how high is he, thereby 
elevated above the animals. As God made man 
nobler than the lower creatures, so here we find 
Him dealing with man on a higher plane. Covenant 
comes from the same root as the word convention. 
It means to come together, to meet, to agree. 
The Most High graciously condescended to meet 
with man to treat this creature as a responsible, 
free personality. There was a meeting .of God’s 
mind and man’s mind as God laid before man 
the condition, He required of man, with a promise 
of obedience and a threat for disobedience. Because 
(;od has so created us and so deals with us we have 
conscience, duty, a sense of ought, a knowledge of 
right and of wrong, Man is a responsible person. 


Let us not forget, however, to see God as the 
Lord of this act, as of everything else. This cove- 
nant was not a contract between two equals it was 
not a case of two men reaching an agreement by 
a process of bargaining, of give and take. Acting 
in His love and also in His lordship, God laid down 
om conditions of the covenant and man accepted 
them. 


The covenant in Eden was a covenant of life, 
for life was the reward of obedience, or it was the 
covenant of works could offer life only to a sinless 
or unfallen man. After the fall the only way man 
could attain everlasting life was by a covenant of 
grace based on the Saviour and His saving work 
for us. 


The condition required of unfallen man was per- 
fect obedience. The test was a positive law for- 
bidding him to eat of a certain specified tree. This 
was designed to test his love for and obedience 
of God. God who knows everything and loves most 
forbids man to eat of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. Will man obey God’s command 
out of respect for and love to God, or will he decide 
he knows better than God does and put his will 
above God’s Word? Thus man was faced with a 
conscious choice, a real option between God’s will 
and his own notion. If man disobeys, the threat 
is the pain or the penalty or the punishment of 
death. The word death here means not only physi- 
cal death, but death in the sense of sinfulness and 
separation from God. 


TOGETHER WE STUDY 


Browsing through the March issue of “The 
Westminster Student,” that ekcellent monthly pub- 
licatiom issued by the Joint Committee on Student 
Work of our Church, we were very interested to 
find on the ‘“‘Booklover’s Page’’ the names and very 
fine commendations of our three study booklets. 
Of “We Believe” the following statement was 
made: “This is an excellent statement of some of 
the basic Christian doctrines.” 


Here is the word of recommendation of the 
book “Of The HouSehold of Faith’: “The materia! 
is ecumenical in spirit and very much alive. Ex- 
cellent suggestions here for good programs. Hearti- 
ly recommended for all student groups; a must 
oF groups of a majority of young women mem- 
ers.” 


And of “These Are Written” the editor of this 
Student publication wrote: “This booklet could 
well serve as a stimulus to student Bible Study 
Groups... his (Dr. Sprunt’s) treatment of the 
book itself shows a profound grasp of what the 
fourth Gospel says and means ,.. a warm, intelli- 
gent, evangelical approach.” 


With such recommendations from the Director 
of our Student Work. we might verily feel that 
as we use those booklets to guide our study this 
year, we can truly feel that together with our 
Student Young People we shall be studying to 
show ourselves “approved unto God.” 


May 16, 1949 
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Christian Secularism 


By Rev. G. Aiken Taylor 
Smyrna, Ga. 


“These are wells without water, clouds that are 
carried with a tempest.” II Peter 2:17. 


_ Today, much is being said about secularism. In 
its flagrantly open manifestations, secularism uni- 
versally is condemned by sincere Christian think- 
ers. But there are many brands of secularism; many 
different branches of the parent tree. Some of 
them are described by other names. Most of them, 
however, because of their fruitage, basically are 
secularism itself. Upon one of these branches and 
a particularly large one, is to be found the secular 
approach to vital spiritual truths which has wrought 
great havoc in current religious thought: he 
secular approach to Christianity generally is recog- 
nized to be one of the causes, if not the cause of 
the weakness of the Church of Christ today. But 
is it always recognizable? 


Alive within the Church, there are philosophies 
abroad which are as dangerous as any of the more 
pagan branches of the parent tree, though they 
often wear the guise of respectability. Secularism 
is more insidious than many suppose. There is, for 
example. such a thing as “Christian” secularism. 
The thinking of many of our most consecrated 
people sometimes issues (often unintentionally) in 
a strain of preaching, teaching and writing that is 
secular in its basic approach and which develops 


pure seeularism in the lives which it touches and - 


influences, Secularism can be culled from the 
sermons of our ministers, the méssages of our Sun- 
day School teachers, the pages of our Church papers 
and the printed material that is distributed by 
our agencies. It is difficult to diagnose; it is often 
innocent; it sometimes goes by another name. 
But its results prove it to be what it is—a branch 
of that philosophy which is Secularism. 

Christian secularism, as I am thinking of it— 
whether or not some other term may more appro- 
priately be applied to certain phases of it—is 
that approach to Christianity which causes it to 


- become largely s@cular in content and operation. 


It is a Christianity that is really more material 
than it is spiritual. In practice, it is concerned 
with outward manifestations, rather than the in- 
ward condition which is their source. It handles the 
fruits of the Gospel as though they were the 
Gospel itself. It is a religion of behavior, while 
the inner stimulus which is to produce that be- 
havior remains undescribed and unknown. It is an 
ethical vehicle without power. It is a system with- 
out a dynamic. Its priests and devotees sometimes 
think that they are true to the basic Gospel. But 
by and large they preach, at best, a message of 
good works rather than faith. The Gospel, to them, 
is conduct rather than Faith and behavior instead 
of conviction. Their approach to Christianity is 
secular, because it produces a generation of “Chris- 
tians’” whose religion is the appearance that they 
make before their fellowmen. Having offended no 
one, having been honest in the sight of the world, 
having been good parents to their children, having 


* enjoyed the esteem of their fellow-men and having 


‘ived with an undisturbed conscience, they look 
to the future life with complete confidence in the 


mercy of a God whose Will is believed to be that 
all of His children should have the fullest oppor- 
tunity to enjoy themselves as much as possible. 


Actually, the QGhristian secularist is, to all out- 
ward appearances, fundamentally sound. There 
are no untruths in his observations. His statements 
ring with a full measure of sincerity and biblical 
content, That ds why he is dangerous, because, 
however true his words, their meaning and intent 
often contradict the great facts of the Gospel. 


The secularist is largely and first of all a 
legalist. His approach to the Gospel is the Jewish 
doctor’s approach to the Law. To him, Christ's 
teachings were in the nature of a new command- 
ment, but still a commandment, occupying precise- 
ly the same place in the Christian religion which 
the Hebrew gave to the Pentateuch in his system. 

/ 


The Christian secularist views the earthly min- 
istry of Jesus, primarily as a pattern for Christian 
behavior. He looks upon the words of Christ as a 
guide for human conduct and he constantly points 
to current social practices as violations of the 
teachings of our Lord. He spends the greater part 
of his time classifying and interpreting His say- 
ings, making of them a handbook to which the 
Christian is expected constantly to turn in every 
endeavor to discover the right thing to do. He 
constantly is speaking of the necessity of “follow- 
ing in the footsteps of our Lord, ‘who went about 
doing good.” To him, the words of Christ were 
as important as his actions, but he unconsciously 
seeks out those words which affect human activities 
and fixes his attention upon them. “Live as Jesus 
lived, do what Jesus did, follow His example and 
pattern your life after His teachings” are the word- 
products of the secular frame of mind. In reality, 
his religion is no more nor less than 20th Century 
Phariseeism. The Pharisee had Moses; the Christian 
secularist has the Sermon on the Mount. Each 
views his possession with the same frame of mind. 
The religion of each is the same. The Christian 
secularist views the Gospel precisely, in every re- 
spect, as the Law was viewed by the deeply religious 
among the Jewish leaders of Christ’s day. 


(Here we may stand on unsteady ground, be- 
cause there is nothing wrong with any of the things 
which have been mentioned, in themselves. There 
is nothing wrong with a desire to “follow the teach- 
ings of Jesus.” if the right thing be meant by 
that. Nor is it wrong to emulate Him, if our emu- 
lation be placed properly within the framework of 
our Faith, The very fine differences in our dis- 
cussion at this point, however, are illustrations 
of the dangers to be found in that which we have 
under consideration!) 


To the Pharisee, man’s relation with God was 
based upon the observance of a pattern of regu- 
lations. To the Christian secularist, Christianity is 
a program instead of power; the Gospel is a way 
of living, instead of a new birth into a new 
life. This frame of mind proclaims, “you must 
be good to be a Christian” instead of, “because you 
are a Christian, you will be good.” The differ- 
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ence, though small, is vital. The secularist insists, 
‘ (or implies) that we love our fellow-man so that 
we may be counted as having loved Christ. Actu- 
ally, it is because we love Christ that we find 
ourselves loving our fellow-man. To say the other 
is to put the cart before the horse! 


The portion of Scripture that is particularly 
appealing to the secular frame of mind is the 
Sermon on the Mount. Here he finds an outline 
of the good life, which we are called upon to live. 
This great exposition of the Law was given—to 
the secularist—primarily as a set of instructions 
for the multitude of that day and for succeeding 
generations to follow. Since there are certain com- 
mands within this Sermon that are rather difficult 
for the average individual to obey, they are modi- 
fied or interpreted by the secularist in such a 
way as to bring them within the sphere of human 
capabilities. Recently, for example, a religious 
periodical carried an exposition of Matt. 5:48, 
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in Heaven is perfect.’”’ An effort was made 
to examine the word “perfect,’”’ while its meaning 
was modified so as to make it conform more 
readily to the limited capabilities of the average 
sincere Christian. It was assumed, of course, that 
the command was given as an admonition, complete 
obedience to which was expected! Again, we are 
all familiar with the popular interpretation of those 
words which deal with human anger and hatred in 
those verses: “. . . whosoever is angry with his 
brother without a cause shall be in danger of the 
judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, 
‘Raca’, shall be in danger of the council: but who- 
soever shall say, ‘thou fool’, shall be in danger of 
hell fire.’’ Often, I have heard it said that these 
words are referring to Hebrew terms, the true 
English equivalent to which are unprintable— 
an effort to bring the commandment within the 
range of average human achievement, When asked 
for the basic message of the Gospel, the Christian 
secularist will turn to the Beatitudes. Outlining 
their content and expounding their meaning, he 
will attach to them the words, ‘“‘this do and ye 
shall live.”’ 


In reality, much of Christ’s teaching was not 
to command, but to conviet! Many of His words 
were in the nature of a fuller exposition of the 
Law, which no man has ever perfectly been able to 
keep. Many of His discourses were designed to 
destroy the complacency of those who were satis- 
fied with their observance of all requirements and 
perfectly content in their own righteousness. Much 
of what He said was never intended to be taken 
as “this must ye do to succeed,” but rather, “be- 


cause this is the true meaning of the Law, this 
is why you have failed!” Far from establishing 
an ethical system for His disciples and for pos- 
terity, most of His admonitions—and the greater 
part of the Sermon on the Mount—are but a 
clarification of the real meanin 
“without which no man will stand before God,” 
to the end that His hearers should ask themselves, 
“how then, can we be saved!’”’ When our Lord 
told His hearers that, in the sight of God, mere 
desire was counted as adultery itself, it was not 
to admonish them to curb their thoughts—leaving 
future generations to infer that by so doing they 
could be counted as Christians—but to convict 
them of sin and bring them to the realization of 
their need for a Savior. He was doing what Paul 
tells us is the function of the Law anyhow, a 
“‘schoolmaster,’’ without which we would not know 
that we are imperfect! “I had not known lust,” 
said Paul, ‘had not the law said, ‘thou shalt not 
covet!’ 


‘The words of Christ, far from being an outline 
of the life which he fully expected—and required 
—His disciples to live, as the basic content of the 
Gospel, are not the Gospel at all, but a means of 
laying the groundwork for that event which was 
to be proclaimed as the Gospel. The entirety of the 
true Gospel was presented by Paul in his message 
to the people in Antioch, as he said (Acts 13:38- 
39), “. . . through this man is preached unto you 
the forgiveness of sins: and by Him all that believ 
are justified from all things from which ye coul 
not be justified by the Law of Moses!” Conduct 
finds its place within the framework of the Gospel, 
not as the root, nor as part of the trunk, but as 
the fruit! 


A good example of the secular approach to 
Christianity is to be found in the popular emphasis 
upon the Golden Rule. It has been noted that the 
Golden Rule has its parallel in many religious and 
philosophical systems. Confucious taught the prin- 
ciple involved in the Golden Rule. This leads many 
earnest people honestly to question the advisability 
of “disturbing the religious convictions’ of those 
who “obviously have a religion containing many 
things of equal value with our own.” But Christi- 
anity is not the Golden Rule, though Christians 
may make a sincere effort to practice it. The 
spiritual approach to Christianity will delve to the 
spirit-transforming power which is an available dy- 
namic for the creation of a new creature in Christ 
Jesus—one who will find pleasure in being lead 
into the paths pointed out by the Golden Rule. 
The secular frame of mind will see no further 
than the type of behavior which is thereby pro- 
duced and will preach that behavior pattern as 


of Holiness, 
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being the total program, It will interpret all the 


words of Christ in terms of patterns of “Chris- 
tian” conduct. It views His teachings as admoni- 
tions diligently to be followed, to the end that 
the “happy society of Christian brotherhood” ma 

be established. It issues in the frame of mind whic 

considers the most important question to be, 
“how shall I live” and it deplores the fact that so 
many millions are not living that way. This frame 
of mind wonders why the Church has not laid 
its hand more heavily upon the social order, since 
it is the only exponent of decent living and we need 
decency so badly in our world. 


Christian secularism is no more and contains no 
more power than any other ethical philosophy. It 
is a body. without life; an automobile without an 
engine; a pile of wood without fire; a system with- 
out a dynamic. It is characterized by fnuch talk, but 
little action. It spends much time ‘on the structure 
of things, while the foundations deteriorate into 
dangerous weakness. It attends diligently to the 
shell of the sphere, while ignoring the imereasing 
rottenness within. It is dangerous, because each 
phrase within its creed is basically true in itself, 
loyal to the Scriptures and apparently im accord 


The Inspiration and Authority 


with historic Christianity! 


Christian secularism is the Protestant and often 
Presbyterian version of that age-old troublemaker: 
“Ye are justified by your good works!” 


Unfortunately, the secular frame of mind is not 
always the result of deliberate effort. More fre- 
quently than not, it is developed through care- 
lessness or indifference. The average indifferent 
Church member builds his materialistic religious 
structure from material that was intended for an- 
other purpose entirely, by taking what he hears and 
sifting it through screens of misunderstanding, 
ignorance, complacency and_ self-righteousness, 
until the original thought is unrecognizable. That 
there is an appalling misunderstanding of the 
Gospel abroad today, can be proved by anyone who 
will trouble himself to investigate. 


It is my conviction that there is a need for 
greater clarification of the true relationship be- 
tween Faith and Works, together with a greater 
emphasis upon that vital form of existence, which 
is at the core of the Gospel. Perhaps to a 
omy and teach in terms of the Holy Spirit wi 
elp! 


Of The Bible 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


“The Inspiration And Authority Of The Bible” 
By Benjamin B. Warfield 
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To commend Dr. B. B. Warfield to trained theo- 
logians is like carrying coals to Newcastle. There 
are however many of our readers who have not had 
the advantage of a theological education, so I do 
not feel that it will be amiss to preface this review 
with a few introdictory remarks concerning this 
brilliant Christian scholar. 


Dr. Warfield was one of the four greatest theo- 
logians America ever produced. After he was grad- 
uated from Princeton University he studied at Edin- 
burgh, HeidelJburg, and Leipzig. Following a short 
iv” Baltimore he served as Professor of 
ent Languages and Literature in West- 
ogical Seminary in Pittsburgh. After gain- 
reputation as a scholar in New Testament 
Greek he wrote a volume that is a standard text- 
book in New Testament Textual Criticism. From 
his position in Pittsburgh he was called to suc- 
ceed Dr. Archibald Alexander Hodge as Professor 
of Systematic Theology in Princeton Theological 
Seminary. He occupied this chair until his death 
in 1921. 


Dr. Warfield was a myriad-minded man. He was 
gifted in many fields. He was an authority in al- 


most every department of the seminary and many 
other fields as well. The extent of his knowledge 
and erudition was amazing. Some years ago Dr. 
John M. Vander Meulen, my professor of homi- 
letics, told me about an interesting experience he 
had had the week before while preaching in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh. He stated 
that in his morning sermon he made some reference 
to Dr. Warfield. At the close of the service the 
most prominent surgeon in Pittsburgh came up 
and related this experience. He said that he spent 
one year at Princeton Theological Seminary under 
Dr. Warfield. At the end of the year he was con- 
vineced that he was not called to preach but should 
devote his life to medicine. He left Princeton and 
went to Harvard Medica! School, Then Dr. Vander 
Meulen said that this famous medical specialist 
gave this testimony concerning Dr. Warfield: 
“During my undergraduate days I sat under the 
best professors in Princeton Theological Seminary. 
While I was@ student at Harvard University Medi- 
cal School I came in contact with the nation’s 
greatest medical teachers. I can say with abso- 
lute sincerity that in breadth of scholarship I 
have never known any man that could approximate 
the range’ of knowledge of Dr. Warfield. More 
than that, he was fairer in dealing with those who 


differed with him than any man under whom I 


ever studied.”’ 


Another of Dr. Warfield’s students has written: 
“He was able to state the arguments of the critics 
better than they themselves could state them; and 
then by accurate analysis he could tear those 
arguments into shreds and expose the distorted 
evidence and fallacies underlying their attacks. In 
the classroom he was a master without an equal 
of the Socratic method of teaching. Gentle, ur- 
bane, gracious, kind, and patient, he would lead a 
student through a course of reasoning that would 
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produce conviction almost inevitably in the mind 
of the student reciting and in the minds of those 
who listened. The stronger the arguments pre- 
sented by the student against the Calvinistic doc- 
trines he was teaching, the more scintillating would 
be the reply which, r. Warfield gave.” 


Dr. Warfield was a voluminous writer. Ten 
volumes of his collected writings give only a frac- 
tion of the writings which he produced. Although 
everything Dr. Warfield wrote was of inestimable 
worth, I doubt if any of his volumes is of more 
value to the Church today than the present one 
under review, It seems that this particular volume 
was written for our own age when so many in the 
Church entertain superficial views in regard to 
the inspiration and authority of the Bible. 


The Introduction 


The introduction to this reprint is given by 
Dr. Cornelius Van Til, the distinguished Professor 
of Apologetics at Westminster Theological Semi- 
nary. Frankly, this introduction will appeal only 
to trained theologians and philosophical thinkers. 
Unfortunately Dr. Van Til writes in a style that 
the average Church member can not follow. This 
is no reflection on Dr. Van Til because his intro- 
duction is directed primarily to ‘modern scholars 
who have seen fit to criticize the position of Dr. 
Warfield. His introduction was designed there- 
fore to meet the critic on his own ground. 


Dr. Van Til makes it abundantly clear that Dr. 
Warfield was fully abreast of the thought of our 
time and was not unmindful of the philosophical 
assumptions that underline the factual studies of 
modern Biblical research. 


The Biblical Idea Of ~- 


Revelation 


The first chapter of this notable book deals 
with the Biblical idea of Revelation. Here Dr. War- 
field without equivocation affirms that the religion 
of the Bible is a frankly supernatural religion. By 
this he means that God has intervened extraordi- 
narily in the course of the sinful world’s develop- 
ment for the salvation of men otherwise lost, Fol- 
lowing the Fall God began a series of interventions 
in human history by means of which man might 
be rescued from his sin and despite it brought to 
the end destined for him. Among God’s redemptive 
activities is the revelation of His will. Dr. Warfield 
believes that this revelation is found in the Bible 
and is the only revealed religion to be found any- 
where. As such it sets itself over against all other 
religions. Dr. Warfield however does not deny 
general revelation to some extent because he 
believes that the living God Who made Heaven 
and earth has never left Himself without witness 
among the peoples of the world. But the Bible 
gives us a revelation of God’s grace in contrast 
with ‘His general natural revelation. This special 
revelation was granted at first only to individuals, 
then progressively to a family, a tribe, a nation, a 
race, oo when the fullness of time was come it 
was made the possession of the whole race. This 
chapter closes with the important thought that 
the Bible does not merely contain here and there 
the record of a revelation given by God, but it is 
an authoritative body of gracious instructions from 


God. 
The Church Doctrine Of 


Inspiration 


One of the most relevant chapters in this mono- 
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graph is “The Church Doctrine of Inspiration.” 
It appears that in the providence of God this chap- 
ter was prepared for 1949. This is surely one of 


the greatest chapters of a great book. 


Dr. Warfield reminds us that we have many 
would-be guides concerning the inspiration of the 
Bible and we are confounded by the Babel of voices. 


When we join the company of these “advanced 
thinkers” Dr. Warfield states that wherever five 
assemble at least six theories as to inspiration are 
likely to be ventilated, They differ in every con- 
ceivable point save one. They agree that inspira- 
tion is less persuasive and less determinative than 
has heretofore been thought or than is still thought 
in less enlightened circles. To put the thought in 
his own words, “They agree in their common de- 
structive attitude toward some higher view of the 
inspiration of the Bible, of the presence of which 
each one seems supremely conscious.” 


One of the greatest contributions of Dr. War- 
field’s analysis of the views of the critics is that 
he keeps reminding us that over against the num- 
berless discordant theories of inspiration which 
vex our time there stands our Church doctrine of 
inspiration. Hear Dr. Warfield on this important 
point: “This Church doctrine of inspiration Miffers 
from the theories that would fain supplant it, in 
that it is not the invention nor the property of an 
individual, but the settled faith of a universal 
Church of God; in that it is not the growth of 
yesterday, but the assured persuasion of the people 
of God from the first planting of the Church 
until today; in that it is not a protean shape, vary- 
ing its affirmations to fit every new change in 
the ever-shifting thought of men, but from the be- 
ginning has been the Church’s constant and abid- 
ing conviction as to the divinity of the Scriptures 
committed to her keeping.”’ Surely this is a most 
impressive fact concerning this stable doctrine of 
the Church as to the nature and trustworthiness 
of the Scriptures of God. We are grateful that Dr. 
Warfield has pointed out to us that the Church has 
this doctrine with which to confront the various 
theories of inspiration which the restless energy of 
unbelieving and half-believing speculation has been 
—y to invent in this agitated nineteenth century 
of ours. 


What is this doctrine of inspiration? Dr. War- 
field answers this pertinent question by saying, ‘‘It 
looks upon the Bible as an oracular Book, as the 
Word of God in such a sense that whatever it says, 
God says—not a Book then in which one may by 
searching find some Word of God, but a Book 


which may be frankly appealed to at any point : 


with the assurance that whatever it may be found 
to say, that is the Word of God.” Dr. Warfield 
would have the Church to approach this Book with 
an unquestioning faith in receiving its statements 
of fact, bowing before its enunciations of duty, 
trembling before its threatenings, and resting 
upon its promises. On this point he lovingly tells 
us, “If the subtle spirit of modern doubt has 
seeped somewhat into our hearts, our memory will 
easily recall those happy days when we stood a 
child at our Christian mother’s knee, with lisping 
lips following the words which her slow finger 
traced upon this open page—words which were her 
support in every trial and as we fondly trusted 
her to be our guide throughout life. Mother Church 
also speaks to us in that maternal voice, com- 
mending to us her vital faith in the Word of God.” 


More than once Dr. Warfield reminds us that 
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this attitude of entire trust in every word of the 
Scriptures has been characteristic of the Church 
of God from the very foundation of the Church. 
The whole body of Christian literature bears wit- 
ness to this fact. We may trace a stream to its 
source, and everywhere it is vocal with a living 
faith in the Divine trustworthiness of the Scrip- 
tures of God in every one of their affirmations. 


Another salient point made in this chapter is that 
the Church doctrine of inspiration from the be- 
ginning has been “Verbal Inspiration.” Dr. War- 
field shows that even men who do not always 
accept the Church doctrine of inspiration are 
driven to admit that verbal inspiration was the 
doctrine of inspiration from the earliest Fathers. 
Verbal Inspiration was not an idea that the Church 
came to gradually, but it took hold of the Church 
from the very first. In the summation of his find- 
ings the author declares, ‘The earliest writers 
wrote no other doctrine.” To substantiate this he 
quotes from Origen, Irenaeus, Polycarp, and others. 


The Reformers, remarked Dr. Warfield, adopted 
the same views of the Fathers in regard to verbal 
inspiration. Luther adopted the words of Augus- 
tine on verbal inspiration as he declared, “The 
whole of the Scriptures are to be aseribed to the 
Holy Ghost and therefore can not err.” Calvin 
demanded that whatever is propounded in the 
Scripture ‘‘without exception shall be humbly re- 
ceived by us—that the Scriptures as a whole shall 
be received by us with the same reverence which 
we give to God.” 


Furthermore Dr. Warfield marshals statements 
from more recent theologians including the great 
Dr. Charles Hodge who asserted that, “The Bible 
gives us truth without error.’”’ We are told that 
these testmonies are simply the formulation by 
theologians of each age of the constant faith of 
Christians throughout all ages. Here is a fact that 
conservative Christians should constantly bear in 
mind. Conservatives should never be intimidated 
by unbelieving or semi-believing theological writ- 
ers when the great giants of the ecumenical Church 
have held to the verbal inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures as the true doctrine of the Church in every 
century, When midget theolegical writers criticize 
this doctrine vindicated for centuries by theo- 
logical giants, let us ask with Warfield, “How shall 
we account for the immediate adoption of so de- 
veloped a doctrine of inspiration in the very in- 
fancy of the Church, and for the tenacious hold 
which the Church has kept upon it for so many 
ages? If our friends who are critical of verbal in- 
spiration hesitate to answer, then we might tell 
them that the answer is simple enough. It is be- 
cause this is the doctrine of inspiration which 
was held by the writers of the New Testament and 
by Jesus as reported in the Gospels. It is a 
simple fact that has commended it to the Church 
of all ages as the true doctrine; and in it we may 
recognize an ever-impressive fact, Ahen, that of 
the existence of a stable, abiding Church doctrine 
standing over against the many theories of our 
day, the fact, namely, that this Church doctrine of 
inspiration was the Bible doctrine before it was 
the Church doctrine. It is the Chureh doctrine 
only because it is the Bible doctrine.” 


Three very impressive facts stand out in this 
chapter in regard to the verbal inspiration of the 
Scripture. First, that this doctrine has always 
been, and is still the Church doctrine of inspira- 
tion as well as the vital faith of the people of 


God and the formulated teaching of the official 
creeds. Second, that verbal inspiration is unde- 
niably the doctrine of inspiration held by Christ 
and His Apostles and commended to us as true by 
all the authority which we will allow to attach to 
that teaching. Third, that verbal inspiration is the 
foundation of our Christian thought and life and 
that without it we could not or could only with 
difficulty maintain the confidence of our faith and 
the surety of our hope. 


Dr. Warfield admits that there are difficulties 
in the way of believing this doctrine because there 
are difficulties in the way of believing anything. 
There are difficulties in the way of believing that 
God is or that Jesus Christ is God’s Son Who came 
into the world to save sinners. But he tells us, 
“When men give their undivided attention to these 
difficulties they may become and they have be- 
come so perplexed in mind that they have felt un- 
able to believe that God is or that they themselves 
exist or that there is any external world without 
themselves. It would be a strange thing if it might 
not so fare with plenary inspiration also.” The 
important question is whether these difficulties 
are greater than the difficulty of believing that 
the whole Church of God from the beginning has 
been deceived in her estimate of the Scriptures 
committed to her charge. Whatever the difficul- 
ties may be, we confess with Dr. Warfield, “We 
believe this doctrine of the plenary inspiration 
of the Scriptures primarily because it is the doc- 
trine Christ and His Apostles believed, and which 
they have taught us. It may sometimes seem diffi- 
cult to take our stand frankly by the side of 
= and His Apostles. It will always be found 

e.”” 

The Biblical Idea Of 


Inspiration 


“The Biblical Idea of Inspiration” is the theme 
of the third chapter. Here Dr. Warfield gives a 
wonderful exegesis of II Timothy 3:16. II Peter 
1:19-21 is also explained. Dr. Warfield believes on 
the basis of these passages that we have authority 
for the Divine origin of Scripture. We also learn 
that the Holy Spirit spoke through the instru- 
mentality of men and that the things that these 
men spoke under the operation of the Spirit were 
therefore His things, not theirs. This is the rea- 
son why the Word is so sure. 


The Real Problem Of 


Inspiration 


Another challenging chapter is entitled, “The 
Real Problem Of Inspiration.” The scholarship of 
Dr. Warfield is evident here in every argument. 
His examination of the critics who deny verbal in- 
spiration is painstaking and incisive. He demon- 
strates how many theories of inspiration have been 
put forth after only shallow investigation of the 
Scriptural doctrine. of inspiration. Dr. Warfield 
does not fail to justly rebuke those who conscious- 
ly “or unconsciously” nullify the witness of Christ 
to the inspiration of the Scriptures. Many times he 
points out the immense weight of evidence for the 
Biblical doctrine of inspiration. His conclusion is: 
‘“‘We accept Christianity in all its distinctive doc- 
trines on no other ground than the credibility and 
trustworthiness of the Bible as a guide to truth; and 
on the same ground we must equally accept this 
doctrine of inspiration.’’ Here he feels as Dr. G. T. 
Purves, who asked: “If we may not accept its ac- 
count of itself, why should we care to ascertain its 
account of other things?” 
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The limitation of space forbids further comments 
upon the remaining chapters. I desire however to 
call attention to two appendices. Appendix 1 is on 
the Canon of the New Testament; how and when 
formed. This is a gem. Every Bible student should 
read thf portion of the appendix carefully. 


Appendix II is on “Inspiration and Criticism.” 
This is worth the price of the book. It was the 
inaugural address delivered by Dr. Warfjeld upon 
the occasion of his induction to the Chair of New 
Testament Literature and Exegesis in the Western 
Theological Seminary. In this address Dr. Warfield 
gives the Reformed definition of inspiration as fol- 
lows: “Inspiration is that extraordinary super- 
natural influence exerted by the Holy Ghost on 
the writers of our Sacred Books by which their 
words were rendered also the words of God and 
therefore perfectly infallible.”” Some very fine 
things are also found here in regard to verbal 
inspiration. Dr. Warfield agrees with Richard 
Rothe, “To wish to maintain the inspiration of 
the subject matter without that of the words is 
a folly; for everywhere are thoughts and words in- 
separable. It is clear that the orthodox theory of 
inspiration is countenanced by the authors of the 
New Testament.” Dr. Warfield insists that follow- 
ing the best results of modern critical exegesis it is 
quite certain that the New Testament writers held 
to the full verbal inspiration of the Old Testament 
and since they plainly placed the New Testament 
Books in the same category Saint Paul could write, 
“Every Scripture is God-inspired.’’ Once more, he 
adds, “If then the New Testament writers claim 
verbal inspiration and the Apostolic Church plainly 
allowed that claim, any objection to this doctrine 


must proceed by attempting to undermine the 
claim itself.” Biblical criticism of the same type 
must readily admit the authenticity, accuracy, and 
honesty of the Bible writers. Warfield said that 
every investigation has supervindicated these writ- 
ers and proved them to be sober, honest, accurate 
men., They claimed verbal inspiration and their 
claim was allowed by the contemporary Church. 


Our Bible according to Dr. Warfield is infallible 
and inerrant. In the light of real scholarship Dr. 
Warfield writes, “That all the fierce light of criti- 
cism which has so long been beating upon their 
pages has not yet been able to settle one indubitable 
error on the New Testament writers. Modern criti- 
cism has absolutely no valid argument to bring 
against the Church doctrine of inspiration drawn 
from the phenomena of Scripture. This seems in- 
dubitably true.” 


In an incisive manner Dr. Warfield states thai 


there is no standing ground between the two 


theories of full verbal inspiration and no inspira- 
tion at all. He urges Christians to be consistent 
and not to try to stand between these two theories. 
Christians are urged to know their position and to 
be sure to accept the position that gives one a 
truthworthy guide to salvation. Dr. Warfield is 
impatient with so-called Christians who are eager 
to discover error by which they may convict the 
precious Word of Life of falsehood. His final 
word is a doxology in praise to the great God for 
His inspired Word. ‘“‘And may He grant that we 
may always cherish, love, and venerate it and 
conform all our life and thinking to it! So may we 
find safety for our feet and peaceful security for 
our souls.” 


The Greatest Need In Our Church Today 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 


Jackson, Miss. 


Some members of our denomination feel that 
union with the Northern Presbyterian Church is 
the most important matter before our church for 
consideration at the present time. They seem to 
think that the proposed merger must be effected 
before we can make any great forward steps as a 
church. The fact that there is heresy and apostacy 
among the top leaders of the Northern Presby- 
terian Church, and that merger with that denomi- 
nation would amount to a serious compromise 
with unbelief on the part of our church, does not 
for one moment seem to disturb the consciences of 
these people. 


All of us would like to see union take place be- 
tween the Narthern Presbyterian Church and our 
own church—provided that full belief in the Bible 
and full acceptance of the Westminister standards 
could truly be made the basis of that merger. 
Unfortunately, more than one-tenth of the ordained 
ministers of the Northern Presbyterian Church 
signed the infamous Auburn Affirmation. And by 
signing that Affirmation, which was issued in 1924, 
these ministers indicated that for a minister to 
be in good standing in their church, it is not at 
all necessary that he believe in the plenary in- 
spiration and inerrancy of the Bible, the virgin 
birth of Christ, His bodily resurrection, His sub- 


stitutionary atonement by which He “satisfied 
divine justice and reconciled us to God,” and in 
His miracles. None of the signers of the heretical 
Auburn Affirmation were ever repudiated or con- 
victed of heresy by the Northern Presbyterian 
Church during the twenty-five years which have 
elapsed since that document was signed. On the 
contrary, some of its signers have been made pro- 
fessors in the theological seminaries of that church 
while others have been appointed to places of the 
very highest honor and trust in that denomina- 
tion. It is ridiculous and absurd, therefore, for 
anyone to claim that the Northern Presbyterian 
Church has continued to hold to the entire Bible 
and to the Westminster standards as its basis of 
creed. This statement is potently true, regardless 
of what may be said or written to the contrary by 
the Liberals in the North Presbyterian Chanel or 
by the Modernists in our own. 


We who vigorously oppose the proposed merger 
believe that it is absolutely imperative that union 
of our church with any other shall not take place 
if it means a compromise on our part with sound 
Christian belief and doctrine. 


But, however important we may consider the 
matter of the proposed merger with the Northern 
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Presbyterian Church to be, we do not think that 
this “ the most important proplem now facing our 
church. 


For by far the most important matter now be- 
fore us is the desperate need for a great spiritual 
revival in the Southern Presbyterian Church. Our 
denomination was probably never at a lower 
spiritual level than it is at the present time; and 
that remark is equally true of the other prominent 
denominations in the United States. There was 
never a time in its history when our own church 
had more money and a better educated learship— 
and less spiritual power—than at the present time. 
A great revival, a great spiritual awakefiing, has 
been needed in our denomination for a long, long 
time, 


Many ministers honestly believe that the lack of 
a revival and of a spiritual awakening in the 
church is chargeable against the chureh officers 
and the other laymen. And, on the other hand, many 
laymen sincerely think that the fault lies with 
the seminary professors and with the preachers. 


But the plain, simple truth is that the fault lies 
with the seminary professors and the preachers and 
the church officers and the other laymen. The 
fault lies with all of us who are in the Southern 
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Presbyterian Church. Sin in our lives—not the 
grosser or more disreputable forms of it, to be 
sure, but sin, nevertheless—has been so prevalent 
in recent years that there simply has not been any 
great outpouring of the Holy Spirit through us in 
recent times. And without that, no great revival 
vr spiritual awakening is at all possible. 


What we need today is not union with the 
Northern Presbyterian Church, but a closer union 
with Almighty God. And that closer union cannot 
take place until there is a wholesale repentance on 
the part of all of us, together with a fuller sur- 
render of our hearts to the Lord Jesus Christ than 
has been customary among us in recent years. 


At the coming meeting of our General Assembly 
there will probably be a great amount of discus- 
sion about “exploring avenues of acquaintance” 
with reference to the Northern Presbyterian 
Church. But what is really needed at the present 
time in our General Assembly is a great amount 
of earnest and prayerful discussion about ‘“‘ex- 
ploring avenues of acquaintance’ with reference 
to God Himself, in order that we may obtain from 
Him the great revival and spiritual awakening 
which our denomination has been needing for so 
long a time. 


The Presbyterian Doctrine 
Of The Church 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 


In The Presbyterian Outlook of April 18, in a 
paper entitled “A Call tp Advance in Foreign Mis- 
sions,” we find this statement, “We are grateful 
to God for the doctrine of the church which is a 


part of our Presbyterian heritage. In accordance 


with historic Presbyterianism we as a church recog- 
nize as one with us those who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ and who are committed to his service.’”’ The 
author of that paper, whoever he may be, claims 
that to be the doctrine of our church. But is it? 


Let us turn to the Book of Church Order Chap- 
ter III. 


The Visible Church Defined 
12. “The Visible Church before the law, under. 
the law, and now under the Gospel, is one and the 
same, and consists of all those who make profes- 


sion of the true religion, together with their chil- - 


dren. 


13. “This visible unity of the body of Christ, 
though obscured, is not destroyed by its division 
into different denominations of professiong Chris- 
tians; but all of these which maintain the Word 
and sacraments in their fundamental integrity are 
to be recognized as true branches of the Church 
of Jesus Christ.” The standards of our church 
clearly recognize only those who profess the true 
religion, together with their children, and those 
who maintain the Word and the Sacraments in 


their fundamental integrity. We are not yet an 


all-inclusive church. We want to be as broad as 
the gate of heaven, but consider it presumptious 
to try to stretch or widen the gate of heaven, It 
is a Well known fact that in the Federal Council of 


Churches and the World Council of Churches there 
are a number of denominations that are not true 
to the Word of God, as we understand it, and have 
perverted the sacraments into means of salvation, 
thus preaching “another Gospel,” just as Paul in 
Galatians charged the Judaizers with making one’s 
salvation depend on the rite of circumcision, in- 
stead of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


“The Scriptures principally teach what man 
is to believe concerning God and what duty God 
requires of man.” To be a Christian or a Christian 
church we are to believe something as well as to do 
something. There is.a realm of faith as well as a 
realm of duty. To love the Lord Jesus Christ and be 
committed to His service is most assuredly a Chris- 
tian’s duty, but it is silent as to a Christian’s faith. 
Does religion consist in doing and not believing, 
or does it consist in believing and doing? We Pres- 
byterians believe that a man’s creed will regulate 
his conduct and determine his character. “For 
as he thinketh in his heart so is he.” Proverbs 23:7. 
What is true of an individual is also true of a 
ehurch. Creed and conduct are closely related just 
as the spring and the stream that flows from it. 
It is surprising that Presbyterians should shy off 
from what we believe and lay all the emphasis on 
what we do. 


Recently I read an old book entitled ‘‘The Great 
Presbyterian Conflict.” It contains fourteen ser- 
mons of David Swing of Chicago, and his prose- 
cution by Francis L. Patton for heresy before the 
Presbytery of Chicago in 1874. David Swing 
claimed to be a New School theologian, who had 
the right to scoff at the doctrines of the Presby- 
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terian Standards that he had accepted and to which 
he had vowed his allegiance. He decried and dis- 
paraged creeds but exalted conduct. In his de- 
fense, against the able prosecution by Dr. Patton, 
his friends held him up as a paragon of virtue. He 
was so courageous and so true and so honest, and 
he loved the Lord Jesus Christ’: so much, and in 
fact he excelled in all the Christian graces, so that 
it mattered very little what he believed or taught. 
They claimed that he “‘was committed to the serv- 
ice of Christ” and was an acceptable and popular 
preacher. The Presbytery, acquitted him on the 
ground of his character and conduct, and over- 
looked his violation of his ordination vows as a 
Presbyterian minister. This trial ran true to form. 
A heroic when confronted with his unbelief will 
always seek to atone for it by his claims to excel 
in the love of Jesus and in all the Christian graces. 


Error always masquerades under the garb of 
truth, and Jesus said false prophets are like wolves 
in sheep’s clothing. Jesus said to His disciples, 
“They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea 
the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will 
think that he doeth God’s service.” John 16:2. 
Isaiah gives us the criterion by which we are to 
judge false teachers and prophets. “‘To the law and 
to the testimony: if they speak not according to 
this word it is because there is no light in them.” 
Isa. 8:20. 


It is a great and glorious thing to love the Lord 
Jesus Christ and be committed to His service, but 
no one can ever be saved in that way. That is sal- 
vation by works. “‘By the deeds of the law no one 
shall be justified.” “‘By grace are ye saved through 
faith and that not of yourselves it is the gift of God 
not of works lest any man should boast.” “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.”’ 
“‘Without faith it is impossible to please Him.” 


Jesus, in His controversy with the Jews in John 
8th Chapter, revealed Himself as the Messiah, the 
Saviour of men, as being equal with God the Father, 
and to whom was committed the power and the 
authority to judge the world, said to them, “For 
if ye believe not that I am He ye shall die in your 
sins.””’ John 8:24. 


The Apostle Peter in building the pyramid of 
Christian character says, “Add to your faith virtue, 
and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge tem- 
perance; and to temperance patience; and to pa- 
tience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kind- 
ness; and to brotherly kindness charity.” II Peter 
1:5-6. Faith is the foundation of Christian life 
and character in an individual and also in a church. 


' Faith, love and service is God’s order but faith 


comes first. Jesus when on earth often said, “Ac- 
cording unto your faith be it done unto you.” 


It is a matter of tremendous importance what 
an individual or a church believes and teaches, ac- 


_ cording to God’s Word. So the statement made in 


the above article as the doctrine of the church, is 
the doctrine of an inclusive church but it is not 
the doctrine of the standards of the Southern Pres- 
byterian church as stated so clearly in our Book 
of Church Order. 
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Federal Council’s 
Ecclesiastical Maneuvers 


By L. E. Faulkner 
Hattiesburg ... Mississippi 


“Ecclesiastical Maneuvers’’ are words used by 
Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, General Secretary, Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
in a little pamphet entitled, ‘“‘Forty Years of the 
Federal Council.’ These are also good words to use 
in connection with the following statement per- 
taining to some of the Federal Council’s “Eccle- 
siastical Maneuvers.”’ 


An Official Declaration of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Federal Council of Churches is set 
forth in a pamphlet entitled, ‘“‘Present Policies of 
The Federal Council of The Churches of Christ in 
America.”’ On page six of this pamphlet under the 
sub-heading “A Common Protestant Front” the 
Executive Committee of the Council states: “The 
Council seeks to establish a common front of 
American Protestantism in support of basic Protes- 
tant principles.” 


In another pamphlet entitled, ‘“‘What It Is And 
Does,’”’ the Federal Council states, and I quote: 
“Although until a few years ago the Council in- 
cluded only Protestant bodies, it is organized on a 
basis broad enough to welcome all branches of his- 
torical Christianity—whether Protestant or Catho- 
lic—which are committed to the ideal of fellow- 
ship and the practice of co-operation with other 
churches. Since 1938 three Eastern Orthodox bodies 
have been received into membership.” (Emphasis 
added). 


The New York office of the Federal Council has 
recently stated that the little pamphlet, “ ‘What It 


Is and Does’, is no longer in print,’ but that. 


‘“Forty Years of United Service’ is taking its 
place.”” (Emphasis added). 


On page two of the pamphlet, “Forty Years of 
United Service,” under the sub-heading “How the 
Council is Organized’’ we read the following: “Al- 
though made up primarily of Protestant bodies, 
the Council is organized on a basis broad enough 
to welcome all branches of historical Christianity 
which are committed to the ideal of fellowship 
and the practice of cooperation with other churches. 
Since 1938 four Eastern Orthodox bodies have been 
received into membership.’ 


Your attention is directed to the fact that the 
above excerpt taken from the Federal Council’s 
pamphlet, “Forty Years of United Service,” differs 
frgm the excerpt taken from the Federal Council’s 
pamphlet, ‘“‘What It Is And Does,” in only one re- 
spect; that is, in the excerpt taken from the pam- 
phlet, ‘“‘Forty Years of United Service,’’ the words 
“whether Protestant or Catholic’’ have been 
omitted. The question is, why were these four 
words omitted from the Council’s recently pub- 
lished pamphlet? Is this a case of “Ecclesiastical 
Maneuvers’’? As late as March 25, 1947, an Official 
Declaration of the Executive Committee of the 
Federal Council stated: “The Council seeks to 
establish a common front of American Protestant- 
ism in support of basic Protestant principles.” 


_As one thoughtfully studies the Federal Coun- 
cil’s own Official Declaration pertaining to its or- 
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ganization and “what it is and does,’’ as stated 
in the two excerpts taken from the Council’s pam- 
phlet, one cannot help but be impressed with the 
basis under which Church denominations are wel- 
comed to become affiliated with the Federal Coun- 
cil. Here they are in the words of the Council for 
your consideration. “The Council is organized 
on a basis broad enough to welcome all branches of 
historical Christianity which are committed to the 
ideal of fellowship and the practice of cooperation 
with other churches.’’ (Emphasis added). It would 
seem from this statement that the only require- 
ment necessary for church denominations to become 
related to the Federal Council is to be committed 
to the ideal of fellowship and the practice of co- 
operation with other churches. 


Officers and other members of the more than 
3500 Southern Presbyterian Churches should give 
thoughtful and prayerful consideration to the Fed- 
eral Council’s “Ecclesiastical Maneuvers.” We all 
should be interested in receiving first-hand infor- 
mation pertaining to the economic, political, social 
and racial activities and objectives of the Federal 
Council of Churches. The Federal Council of 
Churches has endorsed FEPC legislation, President 
Truman’s so-called Civil Rights program, socialized 
medicine, increase of minimum wage rates legis- 
lation, non-segregation of races, subordination of 
speculation and the profit motive to the creative 
and cooperative spirit, social planning and control 
of the credit and monetary systems, and other 
legislation that would put into effect planned and 
managed economy, just another name for nation- 
al socialism and collectivism, all of whic is in- 
compatible with historical Christianity. 


Thoughtful and prayerful consideration on the 
part of the officers and other members of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church is necessary in con- 
nection with the question of whether or not the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, at the next meeting 
of our General Assembly, should decide to with- 
draw from the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For June 5: Jesus 
Sentenced To Death 


Scripture: Matthew 27:19-26; Mark 14:63-15:15; 
Luke 23:4-12; John 18:13-14, 19-24, 28-40; 
19:1-16. Devdtional Reading: Matthew 27:17-26. 


When I began the preparation of this lesson 
material the whole religious world was astir with 
what The Charlotte Observer in an Editorial 
called, “The Drugged Cardinal.” “The bizarre case 


of Cardinal Mindszenty has again presented the 


Western World with a problem of how to get along 
with people as unscrupulous as Communists. When 
they go to such lengths to get a fraudulent con- 
fession as they did with the Cardinal, their pro- 
cedure could conceivably play a vital part in the 
destiny of nations, including the United States.” 
Two drugs were used which affect the nervous 
system and the brain, it is said, and deprive the 
victim of all will power and all sense of reality. 
The drugs were administered in water after the 
prisoner had been made desperately thirsty on a 
diet of salt fish. He was then tortured into making 
a fraudulent confession. 


Before I finished preparing this material the 
Protestant world was stirred by the trials of the 
Protestant ministers, and no doubt, these too, were 
treated in such a way as to guarantee a ‘“Con- 
fession.”” Then the newspapers tell us that the 
Chinese Communists are demanding that General- 
issimo Chiang Kai-shek be turned over to them for 
trial as a ““War Criminal.” 


But all this is no new thing in History. Read 
and ponder well Fox’s Book of Martyrs and see 
how often History repeats itself. The two great 
persecuting agencies have been, (1) Heathen Na- 
tions, and (2) Apostate Churches, and the latter 
is worse than the former. 


There is nothing in the pages of History which 
alternately makes our blood boil and then “run 
cold”; that surpasses the horrors of the Inquisi- 
tion, the agent of the Apostate Church. Even the 
Russians and Germans can do nothing to equal 
what the Church did to innocent and sincere and 
holy Christians. No hypocrisy can go beyond this, 
and no cruelty could possibly be amy worse or 
disgusting. Even the “Bloody Nero” was certainly 
no more beastly than the “Bloody Church.” Read 
jm gee Mary” did in the name of the 

urch. 


The Lord Jesus Christ fell into the hands of 
both a Heathen Nation and an Apostate Church; 


the Jewish Church which was under the control of* 


men like Annas and Caiaphas, and dominated by 
Sadducees, Pharisees, and Herodians; and the 
Roman Empire, But while the Roman authorities 
issued the order for His crucifixion, it was the 
Apostate Church which was demanding His blood. 
Pilate would have been only too glad and relieved 
if he could have released Jesus instead of Barab- 
bas. (Of course he could have done so, if he had 
not been a coward and a politician), 


The whole atmosphere of the trial of Jesus is 
surcharged with hatred, envy, guile, falsehood, de- 
ceit, treachery and cowardice. Our lesson material 


shows this very plainly, but before we go into 
ry — let us notice the different steps in 
this trial. 


There were six stages: (1) Before Annas, (John 
18:12-24), who had been deposed, but still retained 
to a large degree his influence and authority. 
Caiaphas, his son-in-law, was the real High Priest. 
(2) Before the Sanhedrin, in the house of Caiaphas, 
(Matt. 26:57; Mk. 14:53; Luke 22:54; Jn. 18:24). 
This was held between midnight and daybreak, 
and being held at night, was by their own law, 
illegal. This meeting seems to have been a sort of 
Commission; not the entire body. (3) At day- 
light the Sanhedran ratifies its midnight decision. 
(Mt. 27:1; Mark 15:1; Lk. 22:66-71). The charge 
here was “Blasphemy,” but as this would have 
little or no weight with the Roman authorities, 
they concocted the charge of sedition’ (4) Before 
Pilate, (Mt. 27:2, 11-14; Mk. 15:1-5; Lk. 23:1-5; 
Jn. 18:28-38). This was shortly after daylight. 
Jesus made no reply to their accusation and Pilate 
marvelled. (5) Before Herod, (Lk. 23:6-12). Herod 
mocked Him and sent Him back, disappointed be- 
cause Jesus refused to answer questions, or per- 
form any miracles. (6) Before Pilate again, (Mt. 
27:15-26; Mk. 15:6-15; Lk. 23:13-25; Jn. 18:39; 
19:16. (See Pocket Bible Handbook, by Halley, 
Page 340) “Pilate attempts to go over the head 
of the rulers to the people. But the packed court 
chooses Barabbas, Then Pilate orders Jesus to be 
scourged see Mt. 27:26), hoping that would 
satisfy the multitude. He learns that Jesus claimed 
to be the Son of God, and is more afraid. Another 
private interview, and a new attempt to release 
Jesus. His wife sends word of her dream. Pilate 
is amazed at the calm majesty of Jesus under the 
crown of thorns. But there are rumblings of a 
rising riot, and threats to report to Caesar. Gives 
sentence at 6, Jn. 19:14.” 


Over the whole Trial might well be written the 
word, “FALSE”. 


I. A Base and False Motive led to the trial: 
Matthew 27:18: “For he knew that for envy they 
had delivered Him.” Well has the wise man called 
envy, “rottenness of the bones’! Its record is 
a terrible one, both in Scripture, and in profane 
History. The worst crimes are often caused by 
this sin. Of course they did not give this as their 
reason, but Pilate saw through their hypocrisy. 
They charged Him with “blasphemy,” and with 
“sedition,” knowing all the time that the real mo- 
tive was their jealousy of Him for He had taken 
their place as the real Teacher and Leader, and 
often reproved them for their sins. 


II, A False and Treacherous Disciple arranged 
for His arrest, while the other disciples showed 
weakness and fear. Luke 22:3-6; Mark 14:50. 
Jesus speaks of him as a “devil.” It is hard to 
see how anyone in his right mind could be as false 
as Judas. There have been many attempts to con- 
done his treachery, but the Bible holds him up 
to contempt and condemnation. He went to his 
own place, a place which he chose and fitted him- 
self to occupy. 


Peter denies Him. This is one of the saddest 
stories in the Bible. Like the sins of David this 
sin of Peter’s stands as a warning of the .weakness 
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of the flesh. The result in Peter’s case was far 


different than in Judas’.case: Peter wept bitter 


tears of true repentance, was forgiven and re- 
stored to his place of leadership among the dis- 
ciples. All forsook Him and fled. 


III. A False and Illegal Court Tried Him. I wish 
to quote from “Life and Words of Christ’’ by Dr. 
C. Geikie, page 514-515. (His whole account of 
Jesus’ Trial is very illuminating). 


“The hierarchical party were in permanent 
session in the mansion or ‘palace’ of Caiaphas. A 
commission, consisting mainly of the chief priests, 
with Caiaphas at their head, had been appointed, 
to await the result of the treachery of Judas; 
for the whole party, in its alarm, had extempo- 
rized joint action, though their taking any judicial 
steps at all was irregular, for they formed no legal 
court or recognized tribunal. They were simply 
acting as a self-constituted body; partisans of 
established ecclesiastical order, and defenders of 
their own vested rights; gathered, at the summons 
of the high priest, in the blind excitement of 
fanaticism and passion, without rules of judicial 
proceedings, or legal standing as a court.—It was 
before a mob of dignitaries, not a ‘court,’ that 
Jesus was brought.” 


IV. False Witnesses were the only witnesses that 
could be found. Mark 14:55-59. 


“Many bare false witness’’: then came certain 
ones who said. “We heard Him say, I will destroy 
this temple that is made with hands, and within 
three days I will build another made without 
hands” (See John 2:19, and note how they mis- 
quote Jesus, and utterly fail to understand His 
Words). These false witnesses remind us of the 
ones Jezebel hired. 


V. A False and Cowardly Judge sat on the bench. 
See especially the account in John, as well as the 
other accounts. Let me quote again from Geikie 
“Poor mockery of a ruler! Set by the Eternal to 
do right on earth, and afraid to do it: told so by 
his own bosom: strong enough in his legions,— 
Type of the politican of all ages, who forgets that 
only the right is the strong or wise’’ (This whole 
passage is fine). 


Lesson For June 12: Jesus’ 
Death And Burial 


Scripture: Matthew 27:57-61; Mark 15:15-47; 
Luke 23:26-47; 24:1-6; John 19:23-37. Devotional 
Reading: Mark 15:16-25. 


A brief, but very helpful “Outline Story of the 
Crucifixion,” “Arranged in order from the four 
accounts” is to be found on page 381. of the Pocket 
Bible Handbook, by Halley. The Gospels all stress 
the importance of His death, and we_have an abun- 
dance of material for our lesson. Out of this very 
important material I wish to select and group some 
thoughts concerning these three things: (1) The 
Words of Prophecy fulfilled, (2) The Words of 
Christ on the Cross, (3) The Wonders Done. 


I. Words of Prophecy Fulfilled. We have Prophecy 
fulfilled all through the life and ministry of our 
Lord. Matthew quotes a great many of these, but 
we find them in all the Gospels. It is to be ex- 
pected that at His death many more would he 
noted, and we find this to be the case. 
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1. Isaiah 50:6. “I gave my back to the smiters, 
and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: 
I hid not my face from shame and spitting.” See 
Matthew 26:67; 27:26; Mark 14:65. These words 
were literally fulfilled. 


2. In Isaiah 53:9 we read these wonts “and 
with the rich in His death.” The Revised Version 
says “a rich man.”’ Now turn to the account in 
Matthew 27:57-61 (our first selection) and see 
how Joseph of Arimathea, “a rich man,” came 
and begged the body of Jesus and he and Nico- 
demus prepare it for burial and place it in 
Joseph’s new tomb. Here is a minute and marvel- 
lous fulfillment of what might be called a “‘casual 
remark” by the prophet, but the word of prophecy 
is a “sure word” and cannot be broken. 


8. Read Isaiah 52:14; “His visage was marred 
more than any man, and His form more than the 
sons of men.’”’ Compare this with our second lesson 
selection, Mark 15:15-19; “‘They—platted a crown 
of thorns, and put it about His head—and they 
smote Him on the head with a reed, and did spit 
upon Him.”’ Remember they had already scourged 
Him until His body was broken and bleeding. 
There is deep meaning indeed in the words of 
Jesus as He brake the bread, “This is My body 
which is broken for you.”’ 


4. In Isaiah 53:12 we have these words, “and 
He was numbered with the transgressors,’”’ and 
in Verse 9, “made His grave with the wicked.’’ 
Mark tells us in 15:27-28.” And with Him they 
crucify two thieves: the one on the right hand, 
and the other on the left.”” When you count the 
crosses on Calvary there are three, and two of 
those crosses hold wicked men. 
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5. In Psalm 69:21 we have these words: “They 
gave Me also gall for My meat; and in My thirst 
they gave Me vinegar to drink.” Compare this 
with what took place on the cross (Matthew 27:34- 
48; Mark 15:23; John 19:28-29), and see how 
minutely these words were fulfilled. 


6. In Psalm 34:20 the writer says, “He keepeth 


all His bones: not one of them is broken.” In 0 Rie, 


19:33-36 we are told that when the soldiers came 
to break the legs of those on the crosses they 
found that Jesus was already dead and so did not 
break His bones. It is a significant fact that in 
the keeping of the Passover (see Ex, 12:46; Nu. 
9:12) the command is very explicit, “neither shall 
ye break a bone thereof.” When the Lamb of God 
died, our Passover, the soldiers were not permitted 
to break a bone of that Precious Lamb. ; 


7. In Psalm 22, which is one of the great ““Mes- 
sianic Psalms,” and describes the crucifixion in 
graphic detail, we have these expressions: “they 
pierced My hands and My feet—they look and 
stare upon Me: In Zech. 12:10 the prophet says, 
“and they shall look upon Me whom they have 
pierced.”” (Compare this with Rev. 1:7). Instead 
of breaking His bones, a soldier took a spear and 
pierced His side, and out of it came water and 
blood. (John 19:34-36). 


Hath He marks to lead me to Him, 
If He be my guide? 

In His hands and feet are wound prints, 
And His side. 


8. Going back again to Psalm 22 we find so 
many references that we will only note two more: 
(1) Verse 7. “All they that see Me laugh Me to 
scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, 
saying, He trusted on the Lord that He would de- 
liver Him: let Him deliver Him, seeing He de- 
lighted in Him.” (For a most literal fulfillment 
read in our lesson Matt. 27:39; Mk, 15:29; Matt. 
27:48). (2) Verse 18: “They part My garments 
among them, and cast lots upon My vesture.”’ (See 
Matt. 27:35; Luke 23:34; John 19:24). 


Il. The Words of Christ on the Cross. The 
“Seven Sayings” of Christ on the cross are very 
familiar to us all and are as a rule taken for 
our “Good Friday” services in preparation for 
Easter. They form a striking outline of the 
re and marvel of His sacrificial death 
or us. 


1. “Father, forgive them: they know not what 
they do.” This word was spoken as they were nail- 
ing Him to the cross, before raising it to its 
upright position in the ground. It has been sug- 
gested that but for this prayer, the Father’s wrath 
would have smitten those driving the nails. This 
is but conjecture, but we know that the earth 
opened and swallowed those who were in open re- 
bellion in Moses’ time. The Roman soldiers were 
ignorant of what they were doing, but there is no 
excuse for the ignorance of others concerned in 
the crucifixion. It has also been intimated that 
this prayer of Christ’s had a very definite bearing 
of the many who were converted at Pentecost. 


2. “Today thou shalt be with Me in Paradise’’: 
spoken to one of the malefactors. There were two 
of these men, and both at first reviled Him, but 
one soon changed his attitude and in great faith 
and humility prayed, Lord, remember me when 
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Thou comest in Thy Kingdom, and received this 
gracious answer. 


Sometimes people rather thoughtlessly say, “We 
will come in like the thief on the cross.” Let such 
people remember that, as someone has said, there 
were two thieves: which one will we resemble: 
the one who died in his sins, or the one who turned 
from his sins with repentance and great faith? 


3. ‘“‘Woman, behold thy son,” and to John, “Be- 
hold thy mother.” The thoughtfulness of Jesus for 
His mother, in His agony, is one very significant 
mark of His greatness of soul. A sword was pierc- 
ing through Mary’s heart, and He knew it. 


The last four utterances came just as He was 
dying: 


4. “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me’? This has well been called the most awful cry 
ever wrung from the lips of man, and He was 
the Godman. The only satisfactory explanation is 
the one given by Paul; “He was made sin for us,” 
“‘a curse for us’; and God, the Father had to let 
Him bear it alone: ‘‘Alone, in the pains of hell, to 
keep us from going there.’ 


5. “I thirst.” The whole terrible experience of 
death by crucifixion, the gradual! draining of the 
blood from the body, causes excruciating thirst. 


6. “It is finished.”” The great work He came 
to do, the work of Redemption, is now completed. 
He, ‘“‘once for all” has made a complete atone- 
ment for sin. There is no longer any need for ani- 
mal sacrifices, which were a type of the real 
Sacrifice. The way into the holiest, the new and 
living way, is open. ’ 


7. “Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit.” 
I suppose that Jesus -was often “home-sick for 
heaven.” Now, He is going back home: His visit 
on earth was filled with heartaches, loneliness, 
tears; but He is now ready for a triumphant re- 
turn. 


III. Wonders Perf@rmed: this, too was to be ex- 
pected. 


1. The Supernatural Darkness (Mark 15:33). 
Darkness is a symbol of dreadful displeasure. The 
sun refused to shine upon this deed of shame. 


Well might the sun in darkness hide, 
And shut his glories in, 

When God, the mighty Maker, died 
For man the creature’s sin. 


2. The Rent Veil: Mark 15:38, Matt. 27:51; 
Luke 23:45. See Heb. 10:19-22 for the inspired 
commentary, on this. 


3. The Earthquake Matt. 27:51-54; 4. The 
Opened Graves: Matt. 27:51-53. 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For June 


June 5: They Gave Me 90 Days 


Introduction 


A lot of folks used to remind young preachers 
that the devil never takes a holiday; therefore the 
young preachers should not. Shortly after I left 
the seminary I was reading the words of a well 
known homiletics professor and he told his stu- 
dents, “The devil never takes a holiday. Don’t 
pattern your life after the devil.” 


That is all very good advice because most of 
us these days do not know how to drop our work 
and relax. Yet we also must remember that in our 


personal spiritual lives our religion is like riding 
aling we 


a bicycle up hill, when we stop ped 

off. Our spiritual lives are no different from our 
bodies, they must be cared for at all times. I don’t 
know of any folks who go on a vacation so that 
they won’t have to eat, I don’t know anybody who 
tries to rest by stopping breathing. 


All this reminds us that we young people have 
just been given about 90 days of vacation to use 
as we see fit and please. But what shall we do 
with it? All of you have your plans made about 
where to go and what to do, but remember you 
must not leave God out of your plans and proceed 
to take a vacation from spiritual nourishment and 
effective service. These days must not be wasted. 
They must be used to build us up mentally, morally, 
and spiritually. 


‘Scriptural Exhortation: Romans 12:11 (R.S.V.) 
As we think about this Paul has an exhortation that 
we all must take to heart. In the new Revised 
Standard Version it is translated this way: ‘Never 
flag in zeal, be aglow with the Spirit, serve the 


Lord.” 


1. Our Inner Attitude—never flag in zeal. Zeal 
carries to our minds the idea of active interest 
and enthusiasm. We have special meetings in our 
churches to try and stir up the interest and en- 
thusiasm of those who are backsliding or of those 
who have never been reached for Christ. But real 
Christian living is a day by day interest and en- 
thusiasm that never lags, regardless of the season. 
Christian interest and enthusiasm should be sus- 
tained 365 days a year. But how can we do this? 


2. Our Outer Appearance: Be Aglow With The 
Spirit. We can not sustain a continual interest and 
enthusiasm if we are spotty and spasmodic in our 
spiritual life and appearance. We must maintain 
the spiritual glow at all times, but this calls for 
a year in and year out, day by day discipline. We 
can not maintian spiritual health unless we are 
daily before the open Bible to feed our spirits 
on the Bread of Life and we must daily breathe 
the air of heaven as we come to God in prayer. 
This must be done daily in our personal devotion 
and it must be done regularly in fellowship with 
others for the fellowship of the saints stimulates 
and strengthens us in the faith. The glow of the 
Spirit is maintained only as we maintain fellowship 
with the Spirit by obedient Bible study, believing 
prayer, and stimulating fellowship with others. 
There can be no vacation ever from these things. 


3. Our Regular Action: Serve The Lord. If you 
don’t eat food or if you live on poor food, your 
body will begin to fail and you will be weak and 
sickly. But if you eat good, rich food, and plenty 
of it, then never take any exercise at all you are 
heading for all kinds of trouble. Our bodies are 
made for good food, good air, plenty of exercise, 
and proper rest. Our spiritual lives are no different 
we must feed them on the Bread of Life in the 
Word and bathe them with the air of heaven in 
prayer, but the strength that comes from such 
practices must be used out in the world in real, 
earnest, hard service for the Lord. 


Suggested Outline 


If you use the Presbyterian Youth you can 
work in this Scriptural Exhortation along toward 
the first of the program as one of the talks. If 
for any reason you don’t here is an outline you 
might use: 


Opening Hymn: “Rise Up O Men of God.” 


read this and ask the question, “What did it 
mean to Paul whén he said, ‘I am not ashamed 
of the Gospel’? Then let the next reader 
answer,” It did not mean that he just went to 
church and admitted that he was a Christian. It 
meant this: 2 Corinthians 11:21-29. 


Evening Prayer: Pray that the members of your 
group may feel the obligation to use all avail- 
= time to serve the Lord and witness for 

rist, 


Introduction by Leader: Let the leader use the ma- 
terial in the Introduction to the program above 
and close his remarks with the introduction to 
the Scriptural exhortation of Paul. 


Talk No. 1: Our Inner Attitude. Never flag in zeal. 
(See above). 


Talk No. 2: Our Outer Appearance. Be aglow with 
the Spirit. (See above). 


Scripture Lesson: the 1:8-17. Let some one 


Talk No. 3: Our Regular Actions. Serve the Lord. 


(See above). 


Leader's Remarks: What are some of the tell tale 
signs that will clearly show us that we are 
slipping away and beginning to flag in our zeal 
and lose the spiritual glow? 


The Dust-Covered Bible: | am your Bible, now 
covered with dust because you left me home 
during your vacation and did not read me every 
day. You put in your swimming trunks, your 
tennis racket, and all the things you need to 
have a good time. But when you left me out, 
right there your zeal began to flag and you 
were on the way to losing your spiritual glow. 


The Empty Pew: I am your old pew at the church. 
Remember how you used to always be on hand 
every Sunday morning, and how you used to 
bring your date on Sunday night. The preacher 
has been giving me some mighty good sermons 
of late. I don’t need them, but you do. You 
can’t keep up your interest and enthusiasm if 
you miss this time of worship and study with 
other believerse When you left me you left the 
place where you get the power and inspiration 
to keep on for the Lord. 


& 


The Neglected Place of Prayer: I am the place 
of prayer where you have come in the time of 
need and in the time when God was standing 
ready to meet you and bless you with strength 
and insight. But you have been too busy some- 
where else lately. Don’t you need God any more? 
When you don’t come to the place of prayer you 
are dau to God that you can get along with- 
out Him. 


Poem: Let some one in the group read Maltbie 
Babcock’s “Be Strong.” 
Closing Hymn: “Work For The Night Is Com- 
ing.” ~ 

Benediction. 


Suggestion 


Just after the talk above on “The Neglected 
Place of Prayer’ and before the poem have some 
one outline the special opportunities for service 
in your church. It may be helping in the Daily 
Vacation Bible school, teaching in your outpost 
school, serving as a counselor at Presbytery’s camp, 
singing in the choir’ for a revival. Every church 
has some special needs for workers during the 
summer. Present these in your call to action. 


June 12: Great Is Our God 


Call to Worship: Psalm 19:1 and Psalm 96:1-9. 
Hymn: “Day Is Dying in the West.” 


Evening Prayer. 


Leader: This program is supposed to be an out- 
door meeting, and if it is the leader can call 
attention to those feelings of awe and reverence 
that we all “have when we are in the great out 
of doors, especially at night, If the meeting is 
not out of doors the leader can remind the 
group of those times when they have had such 
feelings. Then the leader can call attention to 
the fact that the writers of Scripture again and 
again had that feeling and have left their feel- 
ings in beautiful and ingructive passages, and 
that in examining their words we too can come 
to know God. Announce that the program to- 
night will be a series of talks about some of these 
testimonies that have been left in Seripture. 


Talk No. 1: The Greatness of God’s Power. (Have 


this presented by three people). Psalm 148:3-6: 
. Over and over again those men of old who have 
left us the Scriptures looked about them at their 
world and were impressed with the fact that 
this world had been created out of nothing by 
the command of God. The presence of this vast 
universe with all of its parts working together 
to meet the needs of all stands as a monument 
to the power of God, and not only to the power 
of God in His Person but to the power of God’s 
spoken word. Therefore men who behold this 
universe should be moved to praise God. Isaiah 
40:12-15, 26: The nations of the earth and the 
thin that men do loom mighty large in our 
minds, and somehow or other we are tempted to 
think that what happens in our world depends 
entirely upon what these great big nations that 
little men like us can do nothing about do, but 
Isaiah looked upon the greatness of God and 
saw that He who had created the earth was 
still present in His creation and at work. Before 
this all-powerful God the nations of the earth are 
but a drop of water in a big bucket or as the 
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he will agree to give a talk on TITHING before distribu- 
tion. Write stating number of leaflets desired to TITHER, 
417-SP South Hill Street, Los Angeles 18, California. 


small dust of the balance. We have nothing to 
fear for our great God is in control. 


Romans 1:1-4: The Bible often asks us to look 
out upon our great world and be reminded that 
our great God has created it, but the supreme 
measure of power in the Bible is always the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Our God is powerful 
enough to raise the dead. 


Talk No. 2: Greatness of God's Concern. Read 
Psalm 8:3-4, Often when we look out upon the 
starry heavens above we feel that we are just 
what Isaiah says we are before God—grasshop- 

ers.We are so small and insignificant that we 
now the great big God who runs this great bi 
universe is too busy to be bothered with oe 
insignificant creatures as we. But not only is 
our God great in power, but He is great in His 
concern. Listen what kind of a God we have. 
Here read Matthew 6:26-30 and 10:29-30.- He 
is concerned with everything and everybody in 
the whole universe, even down to the smallest 
bird, even to the numbering of the very hairs 
of your head. 


Talk No. 3: Greatness of God’s Mercy. Ephesians 
2:1-7. But when we move into the realm of 
God’s concern we see truly the greatness of 
God. He is so concerned for us who seem so in- 
significant that He sent His only begotten Son to 
die for us that in Him we might have life abun- 
dant now and life everlasting in the world to 
come. The greatness of God begins to win our 
hearts when we see the greatness of His mercy 
shed on us in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Talk No. 4: God's Greatness Is For Us. Isaiah 
40:28-31. Since God loved us enough to die for 
us we know that He has now come to live in 
our hearts, Being born again by faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ we have access to Him. There- 
fore if we wait upon the Lord faithfully in 
prayer, expectation, and willingness to obey He 
will strengthen us and enable us to live not in 
our own weakness but in His own great strength 
and power. The Christian life is not a life of 
trying to be good and not bad, it is a life of 
trusting God in Christ and using His life and 
strength to live a victorious life. The same power 
that created the worlds, that holds the universe 
together, that raised Christ from the dead—that 
powers is ours for the using if we are willing 
to trust and obey. 


Poem: (Have some one read the excerpt from 
Sidney Lanier’s “Marshes of Glenn” in “Quot- 
able Poems.” 


Talks: Work in here talks to illustrate God’s care 
and provision as seen in some of the minute 
things of life, for example, the material in 
Presbyterian Youth concerning the leaf. 

Hymn: “This Is My Father’s World.” 


Benediction. 
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MONTREAT DAY 
May 22, 1949 


The General Assembly has authorized the re- 
ceiving of a special offering for Montreat on 
Montreat Day, and there is a redl tangible oppor- 
tunity for women as well as men and young peo- 
ple of the Church to show their appreciation for 
what Montreat has done and what it means to the 
Church. Montreat needs the support of the Church. 
The Church has greatly benefited from Montreat. 
Now is the time to show genuine appreciation of 
“the heart of the Southern Presbyterian Church” 
by making a generous gift to its support on May 
22, 1949. The rollowing statements from two of our 
Church women indicate the general feeling about 
Montreat. 


“‘Montreat is the center of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church. It serves in keeping the program 
of the Church unitied. 1 don’t see how we could 
get along without it.’’-—Miss Janie W. McGaughey, 
Secretary of Woman’s Work, 


“A great and needed center for the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. Has done a wonderful work 
over the years.’—Mrs. George L. Brown, Win- 
ston-Salem, N. C. 


“As society grows more and more complex, as 
the work of the Church takes on world significance 
and as the tasks expected of it wax in magnitude, 
the need for such a central point, as is Montreat, 
becomes more and more important, important to 
the point where it may be called imperative.”’ 


GIVE on May 22 through your local church to 
MONTREAT. 


THIS WORLD OF OURS 


On the first floor of the Bible House in New 
York City is a large revolving globe. It stands five 
feet high and is fifty feet in diameter. It is the 
only globe of its kind in America and one of the 
first things that attracts your attention’ when you 
enter the door. It was designed by Dr. Eric North, 
one of the general secretaries of the American 
Bible Society. 


As you examine the globe you find that, in 
addition to the continents and islands that make 
up this world of ours, there are painted on the 
surface many, many words. Some of them you 
recognize, such as English, Spanish and the more 
commonly known languages. But as your eye travels 
you come across names that are strange, that you 
never knew existed, and then you learn that on 
this globe have been painted the names of 1,009 
languages and dialects in which some part of the 
Bible has been translated, The language is painted 
in the part of the world where it is spoken. 


For instance, in India, where there are millions 
speaking many different dialects, there are more 
than one hundred language names. In our own 
United States, where English as the paramount 
language used, is painted in large letters, you may 
be surprised to find, largely in the western sec- 
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tion, other names, with some of which you may not 
be familiar. These are the American Indian dia- 
lects. The American Bible Society has published 
Scriptures in eighteen of these native languages 
and only recentiy published the Gospels of Mat- 
thew and Mark in the new orthography for the 
Navaho tribe. As translation of the other books 
of the Bible is completed they will be published 
by the Bible Society. 


Mexico too is sprinkled with odd-sounding names, 


all of them representing languages in which some 
part of the Scriptures has appeared for the Indian 
tribes living in this country to the south of us. New 
names are constantly being added to the roster of 
over more than eelven hundred languages in which 
some part of the Scriptures has been published. 
These names will find their way onto the globe, 
for it is brought up to date each year, with the 
addition of the new languages that have appeared 
in printed form. 


Then someone standing beside you turns a switch 
and the large globe starts to slowly revolve. Little 
hghts, somewhat larger than a pinhead, flash on 
and you are told these represent complete Bibles, 
transiated into the indicated language. There are 
now 1385 lights showing on the globe as it revolves. 
Three new lights will be added to represent the 
three new Bibles that have come to take their 
places in the list of languages this last year. 


On the very northern point of Alaska, three 
hundred miles above the Arctic Circle, is the name 
“Barrow Eskimo.’’ The Eskimos living there have 
their first printed part of the Bible, the Gospel of 
St. Luke, which was translated by one of their 
own people, Roy Ahmaogak, who is an ordained 
Presbyterian minister, and printed by the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. From the lonely barren outpost 
stretches the long line of languages ending in “down 
under’ New Zealand, where glows one of the tiny 
hghts, for the Maori people, aboriginal inhabitants 
ot the island, have the entire Bible in their own 
tongue. Their first complete Bible, in one volume, 
was published in 18638, and the latest revision in 
1924, 


The Bible House stands at the corner of 57th 
Street and Park Avenue, New York. It is a busy 
corner and each day many people come to visit 
the building and see the interesting displays. There 
are Bibles many hundreds of years old, and new 
Scriptures right from the press, there are big 
books and small ones. And many other unusual 
exhibits you would find in a place where the Bible 
is the paramount feature. But nothing fascinates 
the visitor more than the large globe, that brings 
to your consciousness the amazing vitality of this 
Book, that speaks to so many people in a language 
they can understand; and which, through the work 
of devoted missionary translators, aided by the 
Bible Societies, will continue to appear in new 
languages until every man can read “of the won- 
derful works of God” in his mother-tongue. 


The next time you are in New York put on 
your list of “musts” a visit to the Bible House. 
You will be warmly welcomed. 


—From Bulletin of The 
American Bible Society. 
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WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 
Holston Presbytery 


The forty-fifth annual meeting of The Women 
of the Church, Holston Presbytery, Synod of 
Appalachia, was held April 19, 20, 1949 at Rog- 
ersville, Tenn., with the president, ere. J. A. 
Caldwell, presiding. The Bible study—John—was 
conducted by Miss Aline Clayton, Field Worker 
for the Synod of Georgia, and the missionary ad- 
dress was given Tuesday evening by Miss Gussie 
Fraser of China. Miss Catherine Carson, President 
of Women of Appalachia Synod, gave a chal- 
lenging and.inspiring address at the Wednesday 
afternoon session. The gracious hospitality of the 
women of the Rogersville Church was enjoyed by 
a large delegation trom the various churches of 
the Presbytery. 


Church News 


Office Of Assembly's Committee 
On Stewardship Moves To 
Decatur From Atlanta 


The office of the Assembly’s Committee on 
Stewardship moved from 809 Henry Grady Build- 
ing, Atlanta 3, Ga., to 324 Church Street, Decatur, 
Ga., on April 15, according to announcement made 
by Rev. James G. Patton, Jr., Secretary of Steward- 
ship in the Assembly. 


The lease on the space occupied by the commit- 
tee in the ‘y Grady building expires May 1, 
and inabilit) . renew the lease made the move 
necessary. The fact that other office space in down 
town Atlanta was not available in the same rental 
range, caused the Committee to advise Doctor Pat- 
ton to seek a Decatur location. The move will mean 
considerable reduction in rent. 


The office of the Program of Progress personnel, 
which also has been located on the eighth floor of 
the Henry Grady building, will be moved with the 
Stewardship Committee to Decatur. 


The new location, which is a transformed brick 
office building, will provide adequate office space, 
and literature work rooms, for both groups. 


Union Theological 
Seminary 


Carrying on in the evangelistic tradition which 
has characterized Union Theological Seminary’s 
field work program in the _- a team of four 
Seminary students will spend the coming summer 
months in bringing the challenge of Christ to our 
Church’s young people. This marks the first time 
since evangelistic teams were organized at Union 
two years ago that a team has gone out during 
the summer. 


According to reports from present headquarters 
in Richmond, a three-months’ program in the 
synods of Missouri, Oklahoma, and Arkansas will 
be launched the first of June. A month will be 
spent in each of these states, and the team will 
visit four towns in every state for one week each. 
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Seasoned veterans with aon experience in 
youth work will make up the team. They include 
John O. Barksdale, Waynesboro, Va.; Daniel R. 
Thomas, Jr., Knoxville, Tenn.; and Donald F. 
Bobb, Dallas, Texas. all of whom are rising seniors 
at Union next year.... and Mrs. Mary Ellen Bobb, 
Greensboro, N. C., a senior this year at the As- 
sembly’s Training School. Each of the three men 
has been active with one of the seminary’s two 
evangelistic teams during the current school year, 
while Mrs. Bobb has had extensive experience 
in working with young people and in leading group 
singing. 


The plan of operation to be used this summer 
will parallel that used on a more concentrated scale 
with the week-end visits of the school year. A 
social function of some sort will be staged on 
Tuesday night at the beginning of a visit to each 
new cAurch, in order that young people and team 
members may get acquainted. Bible study and 
discussion periods are scheduled for Wednesday 
through Friday nights and Sunday morning, and 
the remainder of the time during the week will be 
spent in personal contacts with the young people. 


Sunday morning, the team will have charge of 
the preaching service, and the climax to the week 
of evangelism will come on Sunday night. At that 
time the men will tell what Christ has meant to 
them personally, closing with an appeal to the 
oung people for dedication of their own lives to 

im, 


According to one member of the team: “Our 
purpose is two-fold: to reach those young people 
who haven’t accepted Christ, and to seek fuller 
commitment to Him of those whose lives He has 
already touched.” 


Presbytery Of Winston-Salem 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem held its sixty- 
first Stated meeting April 19 at the Pilot Mountain 
Presbyterian Church, Pilot Mountain, N. C. with 
twenty-two ministers and twenty-three Ruling Eld- 
ers in attendance. Rev. J. R. McAlpine, III, Pastor 
of the First Church of Lexington, N. C., was 
elected Moderator. 


The Pilot Mountain Church where the meeting 
was held is one of the new Home Mission churches 
having been organized six months ago with a mem- 
bership of forty-six. Already the Church has an 
attractive and adequate house of worship. Rev. 
Carl H. Stark, Jr. is the Pastor. 


Reports showed that another church, Meadow- 
view, Lexington, N. C., had been organized since 
the last meeting of Presbytery. This was formerly 
an outpost of the First Church of Lexington. 


By a unanimous vote Presbytery approved the 
amendment to the Book of Church Order touching 
the incorporation of churches. 


The Rev. Marion G. Bradwell, Pastor of the 
Reynolda Church, was granted a certificate of 
dismissal to the Presbytery of Savannah in order 
that he may accept a call to the First Church of 
Waycross, Ga. Rev. Ralph Buchanan, Executive 
Secretary of the Presbytery for the past four years, 
was dismissed to Orange Presbytery in order that 
he may oo a call to the Hawfields Church, 
Mebane, N. C.. 
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One candidate, Mr, Ray King, son of Rev. 
Hardin A. King, of Lexington, N. C. was examined 
and received under the care of Presbytery. Mr. 
King is now a student at Catawba College. 


Three candidates, Messrs. George M. Apperson, 
Jr., James Luther Mays and George M. Ogilvie, 
who will graduate from Union Theological Semi- 
nary this year, were dismissed that they may ac- 
cept calls to churches in Lexington, Montgomery 
and Norfolk Presbyteries respectively. 


Reports showed a gratifying increase in con- 
tributions to the Benevolent Causes over previous 


years. 


The next regular meeting will be held at the 
West Jefferson Church, of which Rev. Wm. P. 
Boyle is Pastor, July 12, 1949. 


J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 


A New Presbytery 
Is Born 


At the order of the Synod of Georgia, the 
members of Augusta Presbytery with the members 
of the Eastern section of Macon Presbytery met in 
Milledgeville, Georgia, on April 11, 1949, at 7:30 
P.M. to form a new Presbytery. 


The Reverend A. Grady Harris, D.D,, Pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church in Macon, acting as 
Governor, called upon The Reverend‘ B. Herman 
Dillard of the Green Street Presbyterian Church 
in Augusta to open the meeting with prayer. The 
Reverend Dr. Harris delivered a sermon using the 
4th Chapter of Nehemiah as the foundation for 
the thought. The Communion Service was conduct- 
ed by the Reverend B. Herman Dillard, assisted 
by the Reverend Lamar Wainwright; After the 
Communion Service, Dr. Harris pronounced the 
formation of the new Presbytery and: opened the 
floor for the election of Moderator and Clerks. 
Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, Pastor of the Milledgeville 
Church, was elected Moderator for the meeting. 
The Reverend James B. Bradley of Monticello, 
Georgia, was elected stated clerk and the Reverend 
Henry A. Eiron was elected permanent clerk. 


During the opening session of the Presbytery, 
memorials were read for our deceased brother, the 
Reverend I. T. Hawk, the memorial having been 
prepared by the Reverend Massey Mott Heltzel. A 
memorial was read for Elder P. N. Little of Madi- 
son, Dr. J. C. Crenshaw presenting this memorial. 


In the following sessions of the meeting im- 
portant items concerning the work of the new 
group were discussed, the most interesting of these 
being the naming of the new Presbytery. After 
discussion of several names, the Presbytery unani- 
mously voted that the name of the new Presby- 
tery should be AUGUSTA-MACON. Another inter- 
esting item was the naming of representatives to 
the Assembly which were: Rev. Massey Mott Helt- 
zel of Augusta, and Rev. Lamar Wainwright of 
Eastman, with Rev. B. Herman Dillard and Rev. 
A. Grady Harris as their respective alternates; 
Elders F. Sibley Bryan of Union Point, Ga., and 
C. C. Crocket of Dublin, Ga., with G. N. Byrum of 
Ficklin, Ga., and Robert Fudge of Perry, Ga., 
being their respective alternates. 


The Presbytery adjourned to meet on the sec- 
ond Tuesday in October, the place of the meeting 


to be announced later. 
J. B. Bradley, Stated Clerk. 


Presbytery Of Southwest Georgia 


The organization of a new presby » named 
“The Presbytery of Southwest Georgia,” was ef- 
fected at Albany, Ga., on April 18, 1949. Rev. John 
E. Richards, D.D., convener of this organization 
meeting, was elected the first moderator of the new 
organization. Rev. John W. Good, Ph.D., Moultrie, 
Ga., stated clerk of the original Presbytery of 
Southwest Georgia, was elected to this office in the 
new Presbytery; and Rev. David E. Boozer, Pastor 
of the Memorial Church in Columbus, Ga., was 
made Permanent Clerk. 


The regular Stated Spring Meeting was held on 
the next day, April 19th. Much routine business 
of the old “Southwest Georgia Presbytery” was 
carried to completion for the year 1948-49; and 
a greater program was planned for the enlarged 
Presbytery for the current year. Reports from the 
churches generally indicated progress during the 
past year. One commendable feature of the reports 
was this: that several churches had increased their 
pastors’ salaries. Plans for summer educationa! 
work and conferences are well under way. Com- 
missioners elected to the next General Assembly 
were the following. Principals (ministers): Rev. 
William McKay and Rev. J. B. Mc Michael; (ruling 
elders): Mr. J. A. Horne, Boston, Ga., and Mr. 
A. Morris Green, 3414 Woodlawn Drive, Columbus, 
Ga. Two alternates for each principal (ministers) : 
Dr. Marshall S. Woodson, Thomasville, and Rev. 
D. E. Boozer, Columbus; Rev. W. D. Stewart, 
Bainbridge, and Rev. J. D. Skinner, Donalsonville; 
(ruling elders): Mr. Clovis Turk, Sale City, and 
Mr, W. T. Rossman, Sr., Moultrie; Mr. O. W. 
Fields, Bainbridge, and Mr. A. T. Mathis, 2370 
Andrews Circle, Columbus. The next meeting of 
the Presbytery will be held at Cuba Church on 
Tuesday, July 12, 1949, at 10:00 A.M. 


John W. Good, Stated Clerk. 


St. John’s Presbytery Holds Stated 
Meeting In Lakeland, Fla. 


The Presbytery of St. Johns met in the Firs’ 
Presbyterian Church, Lakeland, Fla., April 19-20, 
with 59 ministers and 49 ruling elders present. 
Rev. John T. N. Keels, retiring Moderator, preached 
the opening sermon which was followed by the 
sacrament of the Lords Supper. 


Rev. Paul M. Edris of Daytona Beach was elect- 
ed Moderator, and Rev. J Martin, temporary 
clerk. Rev. P. P. Phillips was received from Pee 
Dee Presbytery to become stated supply at Belle 
Grade, Rev. E. Iverson was received from 
Florida Presbytery to become pastor at Bartow. 
and Rev. W. S. Smythe was received from Kana- 
wha Presbytery to become the pastor of Calvary 
Church (Orlando). Rev. Jack Powell was dismissed 
to Florida oy ome gard and Rev. Lannie Parnell was 
dismissed to Red River Presbytery. Candidate Wil- 


liam F. Loutz was licensed. The pastoral relations 
were dissolved between Rev. Lannie Parnell and 
the Dade City Church and Rev. S. L. Hunter and 
the Leesbu 
cepted ac 


Church. Rev. S. L. Hunter has ac- 
to St, Johns Church, Miami. 
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Presbytery answered the overture concerning 


Paragraph 163 in the affirmative and sent up | 


to the Assembly the following overture: 


To allow retired ministers to supplement the 
M. A. F. Annuity by preaching in vacant churches 
besides the one they had served before retire- 
ment. 


Rev. Ryan L. Wood was nominated to become 
Moderator at the Fall Stated Meeting which will 


be held in the Shenandoah Church, Miami, October | 


25-26, 1949. 


The Presbytery of St. John’s respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States as follows: 


The Presbytery of St. Johns reaffirms its sup- 
port of the provisions of the Book of Chureh Order 
that a minister shall be automatically retired from 
the Church he is serving, when he reaches the Pee 
of seventy, provided, further, that he ma e 
called for a term of one year, in that church. 


The Presbytery believes there are many men 
who can render a useful service, as a supply on a 
yearly basis, who may, at the age of 70 or beyond, 
be asked to serve in local churches, or in home 
mission fields other than the one in which they 
were serving when they reached the age of retire- 
ment. We therefore overture the General Assemb! 
to add to Paragraph 147, a statement which will 
allow men to serve under the direction and by per- 
mission of the Presbytery, in order that they might 
be able to supplement the meager amount which the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund now provides. 


A. R. Larrick, Stated Clerk. 


PLAN OF REUNION 


By the time this notice is in print it is very 
likely that the copies of the “Plan of Reunion” will 
be in the hands of the ministers of our Church 
and the Clerks of Session. Every one who receives 
a copy is advised that it will be necessary to pre- 
serve it carefully until such time as the Plan will 
be presented to our General Assembly for con- 
sideration. It is extremely unlikely that the entire 
book will be reprinted in the event further re- 
visions are made later. Such revisions can be print- 
ed separately and distributed to those who have 
copies of the book. As stated in a previous notice, 
the 1948 General Assembly directed that the “‘Plan 
of Reunion” be held in abeyance for five years. 

E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk. 


West Hanover Presbytery 


The Presbytery of West Hanover met in stated 
session in the Charlottesville Church, April 19, 
with ten ministers and 22 elders in attendance. 
Rev. J. Allen Messer was Moderator and Rev. R. 
G. Hutcheson, Sr., was named Moderator—in 
Nomination for the stated summer meeting, which 
will be held in Cumberland Church, July 12. 


Rev. H. Edwin Pickard was received from Meck- 
lenburg Presbytery and is soon to be installed as 
pastor of Orange Church. He is a graduate student 
at Union Theological Seminary. 


Candidate Allan C. Anderson, a student at 
Union Theological Seminary, was examined for 
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ordination and calls of Maysville and New Store 
Church were placed in his hands. He will be or- 


dained and installed as pastor of those churches 
next month. | 


Owing to removal of Rev. P. A. Roberts from 
Presbytery, Rev. H. W. Shannon, his alternate, be- 
came principal commissioner to the General As- 
sembly, and Rev. W. Twyman Williams was ap- 
pointed alternate. 


The proposed amendment to the Book of Church 
Order was approved. 


Mecklenburg Presbytery 


Mecklenburg Presbytery in its One Hundred 
and Eighty-Fourth Stated Session was composed 
of 65 ministers and 61 elders. It met on April 19th 
in Charlotte’s St. Andrews Presbyterian Church. 
Having heard Rev. Thos. W. MacLean preach an 
artistic and moving sermon on The Cross, the Com- 
munion of the Lord’s hm was observed with 
Revs. Jonas Barclay and John R. Rosebro, D.D. 
officiating. Rev. R. F. Boyd, host pastor, gave an 
historical sketch of the St. Andrews Church. It 
was in 1903 organized as the Seversville Presby- 
terian Church with 35 charter members. Rev. 
George F. Houck, of Candor, was elected Moderator. 


Presbytery received Rev. C. C. Hamilton, from 
Concord Presbytery and Rev. Ben F. Moore from 
Granville Presbytery. A Commission was appointed 
to install Mr. Hamilton pastor of the Benton 
Heights Church on May Ist. On May Ist another 
Commission will install Mr. Moore pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Albemarle. 


Candidate Hugh B. Carter, Jr. was examined 
with a view to Ordination and a Commission was 
appointed to ordain and install him pastor of the 
Sunset Hills Presbyterian Church on May 29th. 


Pastoral relations were dissolved between Rev. 
J. R. Tackett and the Altan and Bethany Churches 
and a Commission was appointed to install him 
pastor of the Banks and Waxhaw Churches on June 
12th; the relationship between the Locust Church 
and Rev. L. F. Cowan was dissolved. He continues 
at Oakboro and Ridgecrest (unorganized). After 
dissolving the relations between Rev. Sam N. 
Milton and the First Presbyterian Church of Wades- 
boro he was dismissed to East Mississippi Presby- 
tery where he becomes pastor of the West Point 
Church. Rev. W..MclIlwaine Thompson, Professor 
of Bible at Davidson College, was dismissed to 
West Hanover Presbytery in order that he might 
become pastor of the Hampden-Sydney Presby- 
terian Church. At a previous called session Rev. 
H. E. Pickard was dismissed to West Hanover Pres- 
bytery where he becomes pastor of the Orange 
Presbyterian Church. Rev. J. L. Russell was dis- 
missed to Savannah Presbytery and he becomes 
pastor of the Church at Darien, Ga. 


Presbytery received three candidates for the 
Ministry: John E. Wayland, Jr., Wm, McGuire 
Plonk and Conrad Caldwell. 


Sixteen churches were allowed to increase their 
pastors salary. Mr. Rufus A, Grier, Chairman, gave 
the annual report of the Home Mission Commit- 
tee—stating that two churches had been organized 
and churches receiving aid from the Presbytery re- 
ceived 365 members. Dr. R. S. Snyder gave the ad- 
drese on Home Missions. Rev. F. C. Debele, Jr., 
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Stated Clerk, reports the reception into the 
churches of the Presbytery 2,183 new members, of 
whom 603 came by profession and 1,580 by cer- 
tificate. The total number of communicants is 
24,286. 


Presbytery is sending an overture to the As- 
sembly asking that they reopen the Richardson 
case and see that proper amends are made to the 
family of the late L, Richardson. 


Mrs. Emmett Crook, president of the Women 
of Mecklenburg Presbytery, gave her annual re- 
=r showed gains in many phases of their 
wor 


Dr. Monroe T. Gilmour was nominated for 
Moderator of the next Stated Session to be at 
Camp Hermon on July 19th. 


—R. H. Stone, Secretary. 


Presbyterian Ranch Head 
Is Selected 


O. O. West of McAllen has accepted the position 
as manager of the 6,816-acre Mo-Ranch near Hunt, 
purchased in February by the Synod of Texas of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States. 


West, for six years geenral manager of a food 
processing plant and former excursion and real 
estate promoter, will take charge of the Presby- 
terian Mo-Ranch Assembly about May 1, according 
to Dr. Thomas B. Gallaher, pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Waco, who tis chairman of the 
seven-man selection committee. 


Mo-Ranch. a property of the late Dan Moran, 
is a 200-guest week-end estate built at a cost of 
more than $1,000,000 on the north fork of the 
Guadaloupe River near Hunt. 


The ranch was acquired for general synod use 
as a conference site, a young people’s summer 
conference headquarters, a meeting place for the 
synod and a central point from which will stem all 
synod activities. 


Texas Presbyterians acquired the property for 
more than $500,000. The ranch has a completely 
furnished lodge with capacity for 32 guests, a 
scout building originally designed for use by Boy 
Scouts which will accommodate 100, a community 
building with dormitory space for 58 guests, and 
a 20-guest main residence. 


There is a fully-equipped gymnasium, a chapel, 
electric power plant and a 30 by 80 foot outdoor 
swimming pool. 


Two dams stretch across the river, and a water 
system has been installed which contains more than 
21 miles of pipe. There is a private telephone sys- 
tem, a laundry, miscellaneous barns, garages, ser- 
vants quarters, caretakers’ dwellings and miscel- 
laneous buildings. 


Members of the selection committee, in addition 
to Dr. Gallaher were, Dr. David L. Stitt, president 
of the Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
the Rev. R, Matthew Lynn, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Midland; Colonel J. R. Hay- 
nen, Southwest District, WAA Dallas, J. Roy Klein, 
president, Assembly Men of the Church, Dallas; 
the Rev. J. H. Robertson, executive officer of the 
Board of Directors of the Texas State University 
for Negroes, Houston, and E. A. Dean, executive 
secretary of the Synod of Texas. 
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Foreign Missions Receipts 


April 1, 1947, through March 31, 1948, $1,437,- 
183.43; April 1, 1948, through March 31, 1949, 
$1,399,340.99; Loss, $37,842.44. 


Program Of Progress 


April 1, 1948, through March 31, 1949, Net, 
$464,087.51. | 


DAY OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION 
Columbia Theological Seminary 


On April 15th sixty young people from the 
Presbytery of Atlanta gathered at Columbia Semi- 
nary for a “Day of Christian Vocations.” The 
venture was a joint project of the Society of Mis- 
sionary Inquiry and the Faculty. The object of the 
occasion was to present to young people interested 
in knowing something more of Full-time Chris- 
tian Work the need of our Church for Ministers, 
Directors of Religious Edvcation, Church Secre- 
taries, Ministers of Music, and Home and Foreign 
Missionaries; the opportunities in these fields; and 
the requirements for preparation, Rev. Harold 
Smith, Director of Religious Education for Atlanta 
Presbytery, and Rev. Davison Phillips, Chairman 
of the Committee on Christian Education and Min- 
isterial Relief, rendered valuable services in the 
preliminary planning of the day’s activities and in 
making contact with the young people in the local 
churches, in addition to teaching courses in the 
work of their respective fields. 


Others who served as instructors for the two 
classes during the day were: Miss Mary Boney, 
Director of Religious Education at the Druid Hills 
Presbyterian Church; Rev. Hubert Taylor, a mem- 
ber of our faculty, instructing in Church Music, 
and Dr. J. F. Preston, retired missionaries from 


Korea. 


The day was highlighted by an opening addre 
by Dr. J. Macdowell Richards, President of th 
Seminary, on the subject: “The Importance of 
Having a Purpose in Life’; and the closing ad- 
dress by Dr. M. G. Gutzke, Professor of English 
Bible and Religious Education, on the subject: 
‘“‘Making A Choice in Life.” Also high in the pro- 
gram of the day was the fellowship which the 
seminary family enjoyed with these young people. 


For a long time the students at the seminary 
have felt that they should do something special 
by way of presenting to young — the challenge 
to dedicate their lives to full time service. We 
have seen great unsatisfied need within our own 
limited experience. Under the capable and ener- 
getic leadership of Mr. Albert N, Wells, President 
of the Society of Missionary Inquiry, and Dr. 
Richards, the student body and faculty joined en- 
thusiastically in making the day worthwhile. 


The results were so pleasing and encouraging 
that we plan to sponsor a similar ‘‘Day of Christian 
Vocations” next year to which young people out- 
side the presbytery of Atlanta will be invited. 
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Union Theological Seminary 


Courses have been announced and applications 
are being accepted for Union Theological Semi- 
nary’s Eighth Summer Session. Candidates for 
the Th.M. and Th.D. degrees, as well as ministers 
taking refresher work, are expected to attend. 


The following courses, each meeting two hours 
a day, will be offered during the first two-week 
period: “The Teaching of Jesus,” Professor James 
E. Bear; and “Christianity and the Social Order,” 


Professor J. N. Thomas. Courses for the final two- 


week period will be: “Exegesis of the Psalms,” 
Professor Balmer H. Kelly; and “The Church To- 
day.”” Professor E. T. Thompson. 


August 3-31 are dates for the session. Students 
will be housed in Richmond, Watts, and West- 
minster Halls, and meals will be served at the 
Refectory. Applications should be directed to Dr. 


Donald W. Richardson, Dean of the Graduate 


School and Director of the Summer Session. 


Union Theological 
Seminary 


“The Rural Ministry” was the subject of three 
convocations presented at Union Theological Semi- 
nary March 22-25. A panel of experienced rural 
pastors and sociologists were on hand as speakers. 


“The rural churches are the springs which feed 
the great bloodstream of our Church today,” said 
Rev. R. G. Hutcheson, resident minister and di- 
rector of the Old Providence (Va.) Rural Parish 
of eight churches. “We are a denomination of smal! 
churches,” he continued, pointing to the fact that 
2000 of our .2500 Southern Presbyterian churches 
have less than 100 members. 


“The rural church is usually weak and strug- 
gling, remaining small because it is continually 
sending members to the city churches.” Because it 
is so largely a feeder church, Mr. Hutcheson em- 
phasized, the welfare and program of the rural 
— should be of vital concern to the Church at 
arge. 


An address on “‘Sociological Implications of the 
Rural Church Today” was delivered by Dr. B. L. 
Hummel, Rural Sociologist of Virginia and Di- 
rector of Extension Work at V.P.I. “Some folks 
have called the rural church.” he said, “the great- 
est devisive factor in the country today. The many 
little churches and their partisans must get to- 
gether, especially on such matters as providing 
wholesome recreation for young people.’ 


Dr. Hummel stated as one of the greatest rural 
roblems the fact that “there is a class society 
uilding up in the country, with 10 percent of 
the rural population in Virginia earning 50 per- 
cent of the farm income. Another problem lies in 
the large number of urban people who move out 
into the country and assume absolutely no re- 
sponsibility for the community into which they 
move.” 


The third and last convocation was devoted to 
a panel discussion participated in by speakers on 
the preceding programs, plus students and faculty 
members at the Seminary and Assembly’s Train- 
ing School. Such questions were raised as “what 
to do in a typical case where five little churches 
are crowding each other in one small town of 350 
population,” with the suggested solution being to 


begin cooperation on the Young People and Va- 
cation Bible School level and work from there. 


Other speakers during the program included 
Rev. Albert Winn, of the four-church rural parish 
in Amelia, Va.; and Rev. D. D. Wilkinson, who 
plans to assume the position of resident minister 
of the Hokesville (Va) Rural 

arish. 


China Bulletin Number 7 


To the Relatives and Friends of our 
China Missionaries. 
Dear Friends: 


In the light of the rapid developments in China 
during the past two weeks, we have been anxiously 
awaiting some word from our missionaries. The 
crossing of the Yangtze River by the Communists 
has brought the conflict into the very area where 
our China workers are concentrated. Judging from 
the newspaper reports, Communist forces have al- 
ready occupied three centers of our work on the 
South side of the river—Nanking, Chinkiang and 
Soochow. 


Yesterday, April 29, we sent a message of in- 
quiry to Shanghai asking for information concern- 
ing the whereabouts and safety of our mission- 
aries. We are glad to share with you the reply 
which has just come as follows: 


“All remaining at posts. Chinkiang reported all 
well Saturday after liberation. No other news. Situ- 
ation confused.” 


It is hardly necessary to explain that the word 
“liberation” is used in the cablegram in its Com- 
munist usage. It describes the act of “setting a 
city free” that had been under the “shackles” of 
the Nationalist Government! 


While the cablegram does not state it definitely, 
it seems clear from the message that our mission- 
aries are planning to remain in China and continue 
with their work. I think we all realize that this has 
required a high degree of courage and conviction. 
We should be proud of this inspiring example of 
Christian loyalty. 


May I, in closing, plead for your earnest prayers 
for our missionary friends, their Chinese co-labor- 
ers, and the whole Christian community in China 
during these davs. 

Sincerely, 
—C. Darby Fulton. 


Student Officers Installed At 
Columbia Seminary 


At a service held in the seminary chapel on 
Saturday, April 23, the officers of the student body 
at Columbia Theological Seminary were formally 
installed by President J. McDowell Richards. The 
duly elected officers of the student body for the 
year 1949-50 are: President, Mr. Miles Costin Wood, 
Jr., of Statesville, N. C.; Vice President, Mr. Paul 
Wilson Gess of Hanging Rock, W. Va.; Secretary, 
Mr. Harold Minor of- Atlanta, Ga.; and Treasurer, 
Mr. Lee Willingham of Augusta, Ga. The officers 
of the Student Society of Missionary Inquiry who 
were installed at the same service are President, 
Mr. Eade Anderson of Horse Shoe, N. C.; Vice 
President, Mr. Max Milligan, Jr., of Signal Moun- 
tain, Tenn.;; Secretary, Mr. William R. Thurman 
of Decatur, Ga., and Treasurer, Mr. Russell Toms 
of Miami, Fla. 
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